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2 0 2 0  T U C K W E L L  S C H O L A R S H I P 
A P P L I C A T I O N  G U I D E

This guide provides an overview of the application process to commence study at 
ANU on a Tuckwell Scholarship in 2021. It is designed to support both Candidates and 
Referees, and should be read in conjunction with the information provided within the 
online application portal. Please note that this guide may be updated from time to time, 
so you may wish to make sure that you have read the latest version before submitting 
your application or lodging an enquiry.
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Key dates

In order to apply for the Tuckwell Scholarship you will need to complete and submit both 
the Tuckwell Scholarship and ANU Direct Application forms, and ensure your referees have 
submitted their references by the deadlines listed on the Tuckwell Scholarship and ANU 
websites. No extensions will be granted or late submissions accepted.

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

Application Portal Open 

4 March 2020 (10AM AEDT)

Candidate Video Interview due 

25 May 2020 (3PM AEST)

Interview Weekend at ANU

10-12 July 2020

Tuckwell Application due 

25 March 2020 (3PM AEDT)

Principal Reference due 

25 May 2020 (3PM AEST)

Notification to Tuckwell Scholarship 
and All-Rounder Scholarship recipients

13 July 2020

Teacher & Head of Year 
References due 

2 April 2020 (3PM AEDT)

ANU Accommodation, Scholarship, 
Admission (ASA) application due

25 May 2020

Applicants recieve conditional offer 
(Degree, Scholarship & Accommodation)

10 August 2020

Notification of Stage 1 outcomes

11 May 2020

Notification of Stage 2 outcomes

16 June 2020

Applicants recieve unconditional offer  
(Degree, Scholarship and Accomodation)

23 December 2020*

Shortlisted candidates progress 

to Stage 2

Shortlisted candidates progress 

to Stage 3

*9 January 2021 for IB candidates. 

All outcome notification and offer dates 
are indicative and may change.
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Eligibility
The eligibility criteria and Conditions of Award for the Tuckwell 
Scholarship can be found on the Eligibility section of the 
Tuckwell Scholarship website.

Registration
You must initially register to apply to the ANU through the 
ANU Direct Application system.

Once you have registered in the ANU Direct Application system, 
you must fill out some profile questions that will confirm your 
eligibility for the Tuckwell Scholarship. If you are eligible based 
on information provided, you will be able to indicate your wish to 
apply for a Tuckwell Scholarship. You will then receive an email 
with details allowing you to register on the Tuckwell Scholarship 
application system.

Data sharing between Tuckwell 
Scholarship & ANU applications
Some profile information and responses to questions are 
passed from the ANU Direct Application to the Tuckwell 
Scholarship application in order to avoid you having to enter 
duplicate information.

You will be able to submit your Tuckwell Scholarship application 
before you have submitted your ANU Direct Application. 
However, there are some fields in the ANU Direct Application for 
which you must enter responses for by the Tuckwell Scholarship 
application deadline. In case you have not filled the required 
fields, the system will notify you during submission and not 
allow submission until the required fields have been completed 
in the ANU Direct Application.

If you update data in the ANU Direct Application, the relevant 
data will automatically get updated on the Tuckwell Scholarship 
application within 1 hour.

When you register in the ANU Direct Application, you will be 
asked for both a postal and residential address. Please make 
sure you do not include a PO Box address when asked for your 
residential address.

Completing an application
You may complete the Tuckwell Scholarship application in 
multiple sessions, logging on and off at your convenience. 
Please note that the system will automatically log out after 
several hours of inactivity. During a session, we recommend that 
you save your application from time to time using the ‘Save’ 
button. This will prevent any loss of work and allow you to 
review your application as you go.

We also recommend that you draft your answers offline and 
then copy them into the online form. This will enable you to 
keep a copy for your records, avoid grammatical or spelling 
errors and seek feedback from parents, teachers, mentors 
and advisors.

Please avoid using acronyms unless you have previously 
explained them.

Please review your application carefully, as you will not be able 
to edit your application once it has been submitted.

All questions marked with an asterisk are mandatory, and 
you will not be able to submit your application until you have 
completed those fields. Please remember to submit your 
application – saving the application does not submit it.

Feedback & confidentiality
Please note that, due to the large number of applications we 
receive, it is the policy of the Selection Panel not to provide any 
individual feedback on the applications at Stage 1, 2 or 3. All 
references provided by Teachers, Head of Years or Principals 
are confidential and not available to candidates.

Enquiries
All Tuckwell Scholarship related enquires (including technical 
issues) must be submitted through the online contact form 
(tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact).

Please note that, due to privacy reasons, we will not discuss the 
contents of an application with parents, teachers or principals 
without the written consent of the candidate. We strongly 
encourage candidates to make all enquires themselves.

https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/apply/eligibility
https://www.anu.edu.au/study/apply/domestic-applications-anu-undergraduate
https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact
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S T A G E  1  C A N D I D A T E  G U I D A N C E  N O T E S

You will be sent a link to the Stage 1 application form when you indicate your intention to 
apply for a Tuckwell Scholarship when you apply to study at ANU through the ANU Direct 
Application. The Stage 1 form will ask you for some personal details, your education history 
and information on your extra-curricular activities. 

As part of your application, we also require some information 
from your teachers. This is split into two parts: 

 > A reference relating to your character and achievements 
which can be completed by your Head of Year or by an 
academic teacher of your choosing

 > Academic information about you and your school to be 
completed by your Head of Year or equivalent

In summary, Stage 1 of the application consists of four parts:

 > Some questions in your ANU Direct Application form

 > Your Tuckwell Scholarship application form

 > Your Teacher’s Tuckwell Scholarship reference

 > Your Head of Year’s Tuckwell Scholarship reference

Your application will not be considered until all parts have 
been received.

Referees
You are required to provide contact details for a Teacher referee, 
a Head of Year referee and a Principal referee.

Please only submit contact details for people who you 
have 1) spoken to about your application, and 2) who 
have agreed to support you as your referee(s).

Referees will devote significant time to preparing and submitting 
your reference. Please consider this when asking them to 
support your application.

In Stage 1, only the Teacher and Head of Year referees are 
asked to provide a reference. Principals will be advised of all 
candidates from their school who have completed a Stage 1 
application after Stage 1 applications have closed, but will be 
asked to provide references at Stage 2 only for candidates who 
have progressed to Stage 2.

Your Teacher referee should be someone who taught you an 
academic subject throughout Year 11. Your Head of Year and 
your Teacher may be the same person, if your Head of Year 
taught you an academic subject throughout Year 11.

Your Head of Year (or equivalent) needs to be someone in 
your school who is able to provide information regarding 
your predicted ATAR. Please ask your school who the most 
appropriate person to provide this reference would be. This is 
especially important if there are multiple applicants from your 
school, as they need to be referred by the same Head of Year.

Please ensure that the email you provide for your referees 
is correct. If they do not receive our email, they will not be able 
to register online and submit their recommendation. Once you 
have submitted your application, please check that they have 
received a registration email from us; if they have not, please 
make sure that they have checked their junk mail in case it was 
sent there. 

Please note that your Stage 1 referees will not be able to access 
their form until you have submitted. You should aim to submit 
your application as quickly as possible in order to give your 
referees time to complete their references. 

We strongly advise that you contact all your potential 
referees now so they can they can learn more about the 
application process and start preparing your reference 
at the earliest opportunity. Please check that your referees 
have time to complete and submit their reference(s) before the 
due date.

Candidates can change referees and their contact details 
directly in the Tuckwell Scholarship application form while 
Stage 1 and 2 are open. It is your responsibility to check 
that your referees have received their registration 
email, completed the reference, and submitted it by the 
relevant deadlines.

We will send you a confirmation email once we have received all 
the parts of your Stage 1 application. 
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Referee questions
Referees will fill an online form to help the Selection Panel form 
a general picture of the applicant’s suitability and potential to be 
a Tuckwell Scholar. Depending on what capacity a referee has 
been asked to provide a reference, they will be asked a different 
set of questions:

Teacher: reflecting on the candidate’s suitability to the 
scholarship based on their experience of the applicant as a 
member of the class and the school community.

Head of Year: reflecting on the academic standing of the 
candidate within the context of the full Year 12 cohort in the 
school, as well as observations of the candidate from a Head of 
Year’s perspective.

Head of Year and Teacher: a combination of questions from 
both the Teacher and Head of Year.

Over and above a strong intellect, we seek applicants who 
possess a range of talents and traits which make them ideal 
candidates for the Tuckwell Scholarship. Referees are asked to 
evaluate the student against a set of attributes and comment on 
their suitability for the Tuckwell Scholarship. 

Referee questions will be made available when applications 
open. Since strong personalised references take time to 
prepare and we suggest referees review the questions once 
applications open and give themselves sufficient time to prepare 
their reference.

Academic ranking
We ask the Head of Year referee to provide us with the 
ATAR record of the school and for the candidate’s academic 
standing relative to their Year 12 peers. This helps the panel to 
contextualise the applicant’s achievement within their school 
environment. Based on answers given by the Head of Year 
referee, the application system will calculate a predicted ATAR 
for the candidate. The referee will be given an opportunity to let 
us know if this system-generated ATAR prediction is different 
from any calculation made by the school.

We appreciate that some schools do not provide predicted 
ATARs directly to the students. Any ATAR information and 
comments provided by the referee remains confidential.

We also recognise that the predicated ATAR provided at the 
time of reference submission may not necessarily reflect the 
predicated ATAR after the mid-year exams but the purpose of 
the predicted ATAR in the Tuckwell Scholarship application is 
for the Selection Panel to gauge if the applicant will meet the 
eligibility criteria and their academic standing relative to Year 12 
peers in their school. Indeed the referee can add comments to 
clarify the predicted ATAR.

https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/apply/attributes-tuckwell-scholar
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Family details

Parents/guardians
The ANU Direct Application asks you for the number of parents 
or guardians during schooling and the number entered here will 
determine the information we ask in your Tuckwell Scholarship 
application. We would like you to provide the names of parents 
and guardians, and then answer the family questions in relation 
to them.

Siblings
We would like to know about your siblings, including any 
half-siblings who live with you. If you are a twin or a triplet, 
please use the “=” birth position (e.g. if you were a triplet who 
had an older sibling, you would state your number of siblings 
as 3 and your position as =2)

Education history

Previous schools
If you have attended only one secondary school, you will 
not be asked for the details of any previous schools. If you 
have attended two or more secondary schools, please enter 
the period of your enrolment there, the school’s details, and 
reason(s) why you left your previous school(s).

Subjects
We would like to know about all the subjects you have studied 
from Years 11 to 12, including any you may have started but not 
completed. For year 10 we would like to know about any Maths 
and English subjects you have studied, again including any you 
may have started but not completed.

We appreciate that the format of school reports varies from 
school to school, and that it may not be easy to fit the details of 
your report into the table, but please try your best.

Please be sure to enter your subjects into the correct tables, 
particularly if you took a subject earlier than is normal in your 
state. Such subjects should be listed as accelerated subjects 
under the year you took them.

If you have multiple school reports per year, please list the 
grades from your latest report. If your latest report in a particular 
year does not include any grades, please enter the latest grades 
you have for that year (e.g. rather than a full report, you may 
have an academic summary that includes grades). 

Please list your Year 12 subjects in the order in which you 
enjoy them, with your favourite at the top of the list. This is not 
necessary for Year 10 or 11 subjects.

It is very important that you do not leave any subjects out. If you 
dropped a subject part way through the year, for example, it 
must be included in the table nonetheless. 

Subject area
Each subject in the table must be selected against a certain 
subject area. Valid subject areas include:

 > English

 > Language other than 
English (LOTE)

 > Mathematics

 > Science (Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, 
Environmental Science etc.)

 > Economics

 > Humanities (History, 
Geography, 
Philosophy etc.)

 > Music

 > Technology

 > Other

Highest level
For some subjects, such as Mathematics, it is possible to study 
the subject at different levels in different states. For each of your 
subjects, we would like to know whether the level you are taking 
is the highest level on offer. For subjects that have only one 
level, please answer “yes”.

Applicants studying NSW HSC who are confused about English 
and/or Mathematics, please answer as follows:

For English:

English (Advanced): NO

English (Extension) HSC Course 1: YES

English (Extension) HSC Course 2: YES

(Since HSC Course 2 is not necessarily at a “higher level” 
than HSC Course 1, but rather different in content (major 
work vs. module A,B, or C))

For Mathematics:

Mathematics: NO

Mathematics Extension 1: NO

Mathematics Extension 2: YES

(since Mathematics Extension 2 is set at a higher level than 
Mathematics Extension 1)

Position within year level
We would like to know how you rank within your year level in 
each subject. If you do not already have this information, please 
request it from your Head of Year or Teacher. If your school 
does not provide this information, you may choose to estimate 
these figures in consultation with your Head of Year or Teacher. 
A range of drop-down ranks and percentages are provided 
if absolute values for rankings are not available. Please let us 
know using the drop down rankings box where you have got 
the majority of your rankings from.

Number of students
We would like to know how many students in your year level 
took each of your subjects respectively.
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Overall grade, exam marks and 
coursework marks
We have included a space for all three of these marks to allow 
for the wide variation in reports across schools. Your school 
may provide you with just one of these or all three, so we would 
like you just to fill in the appropriate columns. We do expect at 
least one of these to be completed for each subject, especially 
for Maths, English, Science and the Humanities.

Please fill the columns in as follows:

 > If you have both a grade and a number, please just enter 
the grade

 > If the number is a percentage, please just enter the number 
without the % sign

 > If the mark is a fraction of something other than 100, 
please convert it to a percentage (e.g. 45/50 should be 
entered as “90”)

 > If you have multiple marks for one category, such as several 
coursework grades for one subject, please calculate the 
average and enter only one grade (it may not be possible to 
do this exactly, but please try your best)

 > If you do not have a mark or grade for a particular category, 
please leave it blank (do not enter “N/A” or a dash)

 > Be careful with abbreviations. For example, if your grade is 
“excellent”, please enter the full word rather than the letter E, 
as the latter might be misinterpreted

 > Wherever possible, please use real grades rather than just 
“satisfactory” or “pass”

When studied
Please tell us when you studied this subject. If it was only 
for Semester 1, please enter the final grade you received for 
this subject. 

Accelerated subjects
Some schools allow students to take subjects early as 
accelerated subjects. Please enter these under the year you 
took them. For instance, if you took a Year 12 subject in Year 
11, you would enter it under your Year 11 subjects rather than 
Year 12. If you have completed any Year 12 subjects, please 
ensure that you enter your official result in the table rather than 
any interim grades from your school.

If you did not accelerate any subjects, the answer to the 
number of accelerated subjects will be 0.

For students of the Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE), 
please include pre-tertiary (level 3C) courses you took in Year 
11 as Year 11 courses rather than as “accelerated” Year 12 
courses. This will then ensure that what you enter into the table 
will correspond to the reports you upload to your application.

Highest Grade Available To You
So that we can contextualise your grades, please use this text 
box to explain the highest mark available to you at your school 
in your subjects. For example, some schools give grades of up 
to A+ whereas others give no higher than an A, and others may 
use grades such as HD1, D1 etc. If the highest grade available 
is not uniform across all of your subjects, please give details 
for each subject. This question does not mean we want to 
know which subject you did best in.

Tutoring
If you have received any tuition outside regular class time in 
Years 10, 11 or 12, please list them in the table. If you were 
tutored only for part of this period, e.g. only Year 11, please 
note this against the subject name.
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Music or drama
Here we would like to know of any music or drama qualifications 
you have, such as AMEB certificates and the date the 
qualification was obtained. If you have no such qualifications, 
please enter “none”.

ACT test for US college admissions
We would like to know if you have taken, or intend to take, the 
ACT test for US College Admissions. If you have sat the ACT 
test, we would like to know your Composite Score.

UCAT
We would like to know if you have sat or registered for the 
University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT).

SAT
If you have taken, or intend to take, the Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT) tests for admission to American universities, please tell us 
about this and upload your SAT score report.

GAT
We would like to know the GAT results of students in Victoria. 
Please enter your raw scores and not your standardised 
scores. If you enter your standardised scores it may look as 
though you are trying to mislead. Please also upload your 
official statement of results issued by the Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority and should be a copy of the 
full statement.

School day
If you are not a boarder, we would like to know a little bit about 
how you travel to and from school. If this is not the same every 
day, please tell us about your most regular mode of travel.

Your activities during years 10, 11 & 12
Please note that other than any elite athlete programs declared, 
none of your activities or work entered into the ANU Direct 
Application will be available to the Selection Panel. Therefore, 
please enter all the details you would like the Selection Panel to 
see into the Tuckwell Scholarship application.

Work
Please tell us of up to three paid jobs you have had since 
starting Year 10. Please include only proper paid jobs which 
require a commitment from you, and do not include any work 
experience programs.

We would like to know what the work is/was, who your 
employer is/was, and how much time the work takes/took 
during both school term and the holidays.

If you list a year-round job, please enter both the term-time 
hours per week and the total hours over all holidays. For 
example, if you worked 3 hours per week during term time and 
5 hours a week during a 10-week holiday, this would be 3 term-
time hours and 50 holiday hours. If it is only a holiday job, the 
term time hours will be 0. If it is only a term-time job, the holiday 
hours will be 0. If you currently hold the job, please leave the 
finish date blank.

Activities
List up to 3 activities you are undertaking during term time in 
Year 12. Please list these in order of importance to you, with 
the most important at the top. We would like you to assign 
each activity to the most relevant category and to describe it 
briefly. Please enter the number of hours you have spent on the 
activity per week, during term time, for each year you have been 
doing it.

The Selection Panel would like to know what activities you are 
currently doing in Year 12. If you would like to list a significant 
activity that you were doing until the end of Year 11 but are no 
longer doing in Year 12, you may do so by entering “0” in the 
Year 12 hours per week field.

Awards
Please list up to 5 significant awards you have received, with the 
most important to you at the top of the list.

Achievements
Please list up to 5 achievements you have not included 
elsewhere in your application, with the most important to you at 
the top of the list.
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Contextual information

Educational access scheme
Any EAS codes selected in the ANU Direct Application will be 
passed through to your Tuckwell Scholarship application for 
consideration by the Selection Panel.

Contextual information
For many applicants, there may be nothing to say here. We 
would like you to tell us anything else you think the Selection 
Panel should know about, such as personal difficulties or 
challenges you have faced. We appreciate that some people 
may have experienced difficulties they find hard to discuss, 
such as health issues or family problems, but please do tell us 
about anything that has negatively impacted your performance 
to date. One of the tenets of the Scholarship is to recognise that 
not everyone has had the same opportunities.

Please note that you may be asked at interview about anything 
you list here and that you will need to be prepared to talk about 
it. Any information given in this section will remain confidential 
and will not be seen by your teacher or Head of Year referees, 
or by your school principal if you progress to Stage 2.

ANU study plans
Information on which courses you are looking to study is 
entered in the ANU Direct Application and passed on to 
the Tuckwell Scholarship application. Please note that any 
information you enter into the ANU Direct Application regarding 
applying for other scholarships is not passed on, and therefore 
the Tuckwell Scholarship question ‘Please tell us what you think 
studying your first choice at ANU will help you do in the future’ 
should not refer to or rely on answers to similar questions asked 
in the ANU Direct Application.
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S T A G E  2  C A N D I D A T E  G U I D A N C E  N O T E S

All Stage 1 candidates will be notified of the outcome of their application by email by 
the advised date.

Video interview
If you are shortlisted for Stage 2, you will be a sent a link to 
complete a video interview, which has a series of open-ended 
questions. The interview will encourage you to reflect on 
yourself and your experience and enable the Selection Panel to 
learn more about each candidate. 

You will need a webcam and microphone enabled computer 
or a mobile device with a stable internet connection (e.g. 4G 
or NBN connected internet service at home, library or school). 
Instructions for the video interview will be sent to Stage 2 
candidates by email and there will be an opportunity to test 
the system and complete practice questions. Alternatives will 
be offered where accessibility issues might prevent candidates 
from completing the video interview.

The recorded interview will last approximately 10 minutes and 
you will need to complete it in a single attempt by the due 
date. We encourage you to complete the interview alone in 
a comfortable, quiet and well-lit space where you will not be 
disturbed for the full duration of your interview.

The open-ended nature of the questions is such that some 
questions may be ambiguous. You will be given some time to 
think about each question before automatically recording your 
response within a limited time frame. There are no universally 
‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers to any of the questions so ‘be 
yourself’ and make sure you are answering the question that 
has been asked.

We will send a confirmation email once we have received your 
video interview.

Principal reference
During Stage 2 of the application process, your Principal is 
required to submit a reference. We encourage you to notify your 
Principal of your intention to apply for the Tuckwell Scholarship 
now so they can they can learn more about the application 
process and plan to submit their reference if requested to do 
so, within the 2-week window, and by the deadline.

It is the Selection Panel’s strong preference for your 
school Principal to complete the Principal Reference. 
However, if your Principal is unable to complete the reference 
(e.g. because they are ill, on leave, at a conference, or 
have a conflict of interest), it is your responsibility to make 
arrangements for your Deputy Principal to complete the 
Principal Reference. If your Principal reference contact details 
have changed since your submission in Stage 1, you can 
update their contact details through the Tuckwell Scholarship 
application system, and send a new invitation to the 
relevant person.

Your Principal will be able to access the system to complete 
their reference even if you have not submitted your Stage 2 
video interview. Please ensure that the email you provide 
for your Principal in Stage 1 is correct. If they do not receive 
our email, they will not be able to register online and submit 
their recommendation. Please check that they have received an 
email from us sent at the same time as when you were advised 
your Stage 1 outcome; if they have not, please make sure that 
they have checked their junk mail. If your Principal still has not 
received the email, please contact us immediately. 

We will send a confirmation email once we have received your 
Principal’s reference.
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S T A G E  3  C A N D I D A T E  G U I D A N C E  N O T E S

All Stage 2 candidates will be notified of the outcome of their application by email by 
the advised date.

Up to 75 candidates will be invited to attend the Stage 3 
Interview Weekend in Canberra during the school holidays. 
All candidates invited to the Interview Weekend will have the 
opportunity of being offered either an All-Rounder Scholarship 
or a Tuckwell Scholarship for study at ANU commencing in the 
following year.

Interview Weekend has three aims:

 > facilitate interviews for the Tuckwell Scholarship 

 > give you an opportunity to meet with other outstanding 
candidates from around Australia; and

 > give you an opportunity to see and experience the ANU, 
hear about the student experience from current students 
(both Tuckwell Scholars and others) and get excited about 
life after Year 12!

Your travel within Australia (travel, accommodation and meals) 
for the Interview Weekend will be arranged and paid for by 
the program. 

All shortlisted applicants are required to attend in person (no 
exceptions or possibility of video interviews). We strongly 
encourage all candidates to confirm their ability to travel for the 
Interview Weekend before submitting their Stage 1 application 
and not plan any travel or other commitments for the full 
duration of the Interview Weekend until Stage 1 and, where 
applicable, Stage 2 outcomes have been advised.

Candidates must arrive by Friday morning of the 
Interview Weekend (or Thursday evening, where Friday 
morning arrival is not possible). Interview sessions will be 
scheduled on Saturday or Sunday, with tours and activities 
scheduled throughout the weekend. Candidates will depart 
on Sunday afternoon (or Monday morning, where Sunday 
afternoon departures are not possible). Candidates will have 
their interviews arranged such that they can complete their 
return journey to a reasonable schedule.

All applicants will be notified of the outcome on the afternoon/
evening of Monday via a phone call.

https://www.anu.edu.au/study/scholarships/find-a-scholarship/anu-all-rounder-scholarship
https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/about/scholarship
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