
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

2 0 2 2 T U C K W E L L S C H O L A R S H I P 
AP P L I C A T I O N G U I D E 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



Page 1 of 8  

This guide provides an overview of the application process to commence study at ANU on a Tuckwell Scholarship 
in 2023. It is designed to support both Candidates and Referees. Please note that this guide may be updated 
from time to time, so you may wish to make sure that you have read the latest version before submitting your 
application or lodging an enquiry. 

 
Version date: 2 March 2022 
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KEY DATES 
In order to apply for the Tuckwell Scholarship you will need to complete and submit both the Tuckwell 
Scholarship and ANU Direct Application forms, and ensure your referees have submitted their references by 
the deadlines listed on the Tuckwell Scholarship and ANU websites. No extensions will be granted or late 
submissions accepted. 

 

*January 2023 for IB candidates. 
 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

All outcome notification and offer dates 
are indicative and may change. 

The eligibility criteria and Conditions of Award for the Tuckwell Scholarship can be found on the Eligibility 
section of the Tuckwell Scholarship website. 

 

Applicants receive offer (Degree, Scholarship 
and Accommodation) 

December 2022* 

Applicants receive conditional offer (Degree, 
Scholarship and Accommodation) 

9 August 2022 

 
Notification to Tuckwell Scholarship recipients 

4 July 2022 

 
Interview Weekend at ANU 

1-3 July 2022 

Stage 3 

 
Notification of Stage 1 outcomes 

6 May 2022 

 
Head of Year References due 

1 May 2022 (3PM AEDT) 

Head of Year References requested for long 
listed candidates 

22 April 2022 (3PM AEDT) 

 
Tuckwell Stage 1 Application due 
10 April 2022 (11.59PM AEDT) 

ANU Accommodation, Scholarship, Admission 
(ASA) application portal opens 

2 March 2022 

Stage 1 

 
Shortlisted candidates progress 

to Stage 3 

 
Notification of Stage 2 outcomes 

10 June 2022 

ANU Accommodation, Scholarship, Admission 
(ASA) application due 

23 May 2022 

Responses to Stage 2 and Principal Reference 
due 

22 May 2022 (3PM AEST) 

 
Stage 2 application opens 

6 May 2022 

Stage 2 

https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/apply/eligibility
https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/apply/eligibility
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REGISTRATION 
You must complete and submit an application to study at ANU through the ANU Direct Application system by 6 
April 2022 (11.59PM AEDT) to receive your referral to the Stage 1 Tuckwell Scholarship application form. 

 
Once you have submitted your ANU Direct Application you will receive an email with details allowing you to 
register and complete the Stage 1 Tuckwell Scholarship application. Please allow at least one business day for 
the email to arrive. 

 

DATA SHARING BETWEEN TUCKWELL SCHOLARSHIP & ANU APPLICATIONS 
The Tuckwell scholarship application is a separate application from your application to study at ANU. The ANU 
may transfer any information in or connected with your Tuckwell application (or vice versa) in order complete 
assessment of these applications. 

 

FEEDBACK & CONFIDENTIALITY 
Please note that, due to the large number of applications we receive, it is the policy of the Selection Panel not 
to provide any individual feedback on the applications at Stage 1, 2 or 3. All references provided by Head of 
Years or Principals are confidential and not available to candidates. 

 

ENQUIRIES 
For assistance with the Tuckwell application form, please contact Tuckwell.applications@anu.edu.au 
Enquiries about the Tuckwell Scholarship, or life as a Tuckwell Scholar must be submitted through the 
online contact form (https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact). 

 
Please note that, due to privacy reasons, we will not discuss the content of an application with parents, 
teachers or principals without the written consent of the candidate. We strongly encourage candidates to 
make all enquiries themselves. 

https://www.anu.edu.au/study/apply/domestic-applications-anu-undergraduate
mailto:Tuckwell.applications@anu.edu.au
https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact
https://tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact
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You will be sent a link to the Stage 1 Tuckwell Scholarship application form when you complete and submit 
your ANU Direct Application. Please note that Tuckwell Stage 1 closes BEFORE the ANU Direct Application. Be 
aware of the application deadlines, and ensure you leave enough time to complete the Tuckwell Application. 

 
The Stage 1 form will ask you for personal details and information on your academic and extra-curricular 
activities. 

 
If you are long listed in Stage 1, we will seek further information from your Head of Year or equivalent. This 
person will need to understand your Year 12 cohort and where your academic results fit within that. They will 
also assess you on a range of character attributes. This information will be taken into account and a final 150 
candidates selected to progress to Stage 2. 

 

REFEREES 
For Stage 1, you are required to provide contact details for a Head of Year or equivalent. 

 
Principals will be asked to provide references at Stage 2 only for candidates who have progressed to Stage 2. 

 
Your Head of Year (or equivalent) needs to be someone in your school who is able to provide information 
regarding your predicted ATAR. Please ask your school who the most appropriate person to provide this 
reference would be. This is especially important if there are multiple applicants from your school, as they need 
to be referred by the same Head of Year. 

 
Please ensure that the email you provide for your referees is correct. If they do not receive our email, they 
will not be able to submit their recommendation. 

 
Your Head of Year will be asked to provide a reference for you if you are long listed in Stage 1. Stage 1 referees 
will not be able to access their form until they are notified in late April. 

 
We strongly advise you to check with your potential referees to ensure they are familiar with the application 
process and, where appropriate, to start preparing your reference at the earliest opportunity. Please check 
that, if you are long-listed, your referees have time to complete and submit their reference(s) before their due 
date. 

 

REFEREE QUESTIONS 

Referees will fill an online form to help the Selection Panel form a general picture of the applicant’s suitability 
and potential to be a Tuckwell Scholar. They will be asked to provide information reflecting on the academic 
standing of the candidate within the context of the full Year 12 cohort in the school, as well as observations of 
the candidate from a Head of Year’s perspective. 

 

ACADEMIC RANKING 

We ask the Head of Year referee to provide us with the ATAR record of the school and for the candidate’s 
academic standing relative to their Year 12 peers. This helps the panel to contextualise the applicant’s 
achievement within their school environment. Based on answers given by the Head of Year referee, the 
application system will calculate a predicted ATAR for the candidate. The referee can also enter a predicted 
ATAR calculation made by the school. 

 
We appreciate that some schools do not provide predicted ATARs directly to the students. Any ATAR 
information and comments provided by the referee remains confidential. 

 
We also recognise that the predicated ATAR provided at the time of reference submission may not necessarily 
reflect the predicated ATAR after the mid-year exams but the purpose of the predicted ATAR in the Tuckwell 

STAGE 1 CANDIDATE GUIDANCE NOTES 
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Scholarship application is for the Selection Panel to gauge if the applicant will meet the eligibility criteria and 
their academic standing relative to Year 12 peers in their school. 

 
 

ROADMAP OF THE STAGE 1 FORM 
The Stage 1 form comprises the following sections: 

 
• Personal Details 
• Education History 
• Your Activities 
• Tell us a bit more about yourself 
• Contextual Information 

 
These are not in order of importance, as your application is read as a whole, but you may find it useful to do 
the earlier sections first. 

 

PERSONAL DETAILS 
The Stage 1 form asks for some basic personal information plus some information about your home 
circumstances. These questions include parents/guardians, siblings, languages spoken at home and how long it 
takes you to travel to and from school each day. 

 
You can also enter information if you intend to apply or have applied for Equity Access Scheme adjustments. 
This information is optional. 

 

EDUCATION HISTORY 
We ask a series of questions to help the panel understand your academic journey so far. 

 

SUBJECTS 

We would like to know about all the Year 11 and 12 subjects you have already completed. 
 

We appreciate that the format of school reports varies from school to school. Your overall scores may be 
entered in one of the following formats: 

 

 
It is important that you enter the OVERALL score for the subject, not individual assessment results. 

 
If you dropped a subject part way through the year, for example, it must also be included in the table. Enter X 
in the overall result column if you dropped a subject prior to receiving a final grade. 

 
You also need to upload a PDF of your school reports. If you have semester-based reports, please combine 
these into one PDF to upload. 
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POSITION WITHIN YEAR LEVEL 
We would like to know how you rank within your year level in each subject. If you do not already have this 
information, please request it from your Head of Year or Teacher. If your school does not provide this 
information, you may choose to estimate these figures in consultation with your Head of Year or Teacher. 

 
MATHS AND ENGLISH 

For Mathematics and English, we are interested in your level of study as it is possible to study these subjects at 
different levels in different schools and states. For Years 11 and 12, we would like to know what level you have 
and will study these subjects. 

 

ACCELERATED SUBJECTS 

Some schools allow students to take subjects early as accelerated subjects. For instance, you took one Year 12 
subject in Year 11. Please enter the number of accelerated subjects for each of Years 10, 11 and 12 and the 
subject names. 

 
If you did not accelerate any subjects, the answer to the number of accelerated subjects will be 0. 

 
For students of the Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE), please include pre-tertiary (level 3C) courses you 
took in Year 11 as Year 11 courses rather than as “accelerated” Year 12 courses. 

 

UNIVERSITY LEVEL COURSES 

If you undertook University level courses that will count towards your ATAR, enter the number of subjects and 
subject names. An example of these courses is ANU Extension. These are different from accelerated subjects 
and should be included in the appropriate question. 

 

TUTORING/SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXAMS 

If you have received any tuition outside regular class time in Years 10 or 11 please select the appropriate 
number of hours/week. 

 
We would like to know if you received special arrangements for exams. You do not need to provide details of 
why this was the case at this time. 

 

LANGUAGES 

These questions relate to study of a language other than English. We are looking for information on your level 
fluency and how you are undertaking this study (self-directed or formal, or if this is a language spoken in your 
home). If you are fluent in multiple languages, select this option and then list the languages in the text box 
below. If you are studying multiple languages, select your highest level of achievement and then enter the 
additional languages in the text box. 

 

YOUR ACTIVITIES DURING YEARS 10, 11 & 12 
We are looking for a cohort of scholars with breadth and depth of experience and achievements. There are a 
number of questions relating to activities that you may have participated in over Years 10, 11 and/or 12. 

 
There are questions relating to paid work and co-curricular activities. In most cases, the question will ask you 
to select the highest level you have achieved. If you participated in a number of these activities with various 
levels of achievement, select the highest, and then enter the additional participation in the text box below the 
question. 

 
If you have not participated in this activity, select none and move to the next question. 

http://extension.anu.edu.au/
http://extension.anu.edu.au/
http://extension.anu.edu.au/
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WORK 

We would like to know about any paid employment you have undertaken in Years 10, 11 and how much work 
you anticipate undertaking in Year 12. There are two criteria for work included in this section: 

 
1. Only include jobs where the employer has used your Tax File Number to pay you (ie, formal 

employment). 
2. Only include employment of more than 6 months. 

Please do not include any work experience programs. 
 

We would like to know how much time per week you committed to this work, and how long you were 
employed (ie hours/week and months or years of employment). 

 
If you have worked for one employer for 4 months, and then change employers but continue to work a similar 
pattern of hours and the work is formal employment (ie paid through your TFN), you can include the combined 
work in your application. 

 

SPORT, DRAMA/MUSIC, ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS/PUBLIC SPEAKING 

These questions will ask for information about your level of achievement in each area. As described above, the 
responses can range from none (no participation in this type of activity) through various achievement levels. 
There is opportunity to provide additional information if multiple activities of one type have been undertaken. 

 
Example: If you participate in Debate, and competed in a National competition, we understand that you likely 
participated in and won state or other interschool competitions as well. Even if you didn’t win the National 
competition, you can select National as your highest level, and then tell us what competition or area of activity 
this was (debate). If you also participated in the Australian Mathematics Competition, you can enter that in the 
additional text box. 

 

TELL US A BIT MORE ABOUT YOURSELF 
Here we ask a handful of questions, to give you the opportunity to tell us a bit more about who you are and 
where you want to get to. Each question has a tight word limit so please be concise and thoughtful in what you 
say. 

 

CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION 
 

CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION 

Most of the questions in Stage 1 are straightforward. There are options for some questions to provide optional 
additional information. Make sure you review your responses and include all relevant activities. 

 
DECLARATIONS 

As with any application to ANU, when you submit your application, you will agree to the declaration 
statements. These statements are your confirmation that the information you have provided is an accurate 
representation of you and your achievements. These declaration statements are your agreement to any 
checks or audits that may be required to verify the information you provide. You may be asked at interview 
about anything you submit in this, or later stages of the Tuckwell application. 

 
 

All Stage 1 candidates will be notified of the outcome of their application by email by the advised date. Stage 2 
of the application will request further contextual information from you. It will also include longer answer 

STAGE 2 CANDIDATE GUIDANCE NOTES 
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questions so the panel can get to know you, and how you think. It will explore how you demonstrate the 
Tuckwell attributes. 

 

PRINCIPAL REFERENCE 
During Stage 2 of the application process, your Principal is required to submit a reference. We encourage you 
to notify your Principal of your intention to apply for the Tuckwell Scholarship now so they can they can learn 
more about the application process and plan to submit their reference if requested to do so, by the deadline. 

 
It is the Selection Panel’s strong preference for your school Principal to complete the Principal Reference. 
However, if your Principal is unable to complete the reference (e.g. because they are ill, on leave, at a 
conference, or have a conflict of interest), it is your responsibility to make arrangements for your Deputy 
Principal to complete the Principal Reference. 

 
 STAGE 3 CANDIDATE GUIDANCE NOTES  
All Stage 2 candidates will be notified of the outcome of their application by email by the advised date. 

 
Up to 75 candidates will be invited to attend the Stage 3 Interview Weekend in Canberra during the July school 
holidays. 

 
Interview Weekend has three aims: 

 
• facilitate interviews for the Tuckwell Scholarship 
• give you an opportunity to meet with other outstanding candidates from around Australia; and 
• give you an opportunity to see and experience the ANU, hear about the student experience from 
current students (both Tuckwell Scholars and others) and get excited about life after Year 12! 

 
Your travel within Australia (travel, accommodation and meals) for the Interview Weekend will be arranged 
and paid for by the program. 

 
All shortlisted applicants are required to attend in person at ANU (subject to change if the COVID-19 pandemic 
persists). We strongly encourage all candidates to confirm their ability to travel for the Interview Weekend 
before submitting their Stage 1 application and not plan any travel or other commitments for the full duration 
of the Interview Weekend until Stage 1 and, where applicable, Stage 2 outcomes have been advised. 

 
Candidates must arrive by Friday morning of the Interview Weekend (or Thursday evening, where Friday 
morning arrival is not possible). Interview sessions will be scheduled on Saturday or Sunday, with tours and 
activities scheduled throughout the weekend. Candidates will depart on Sunday afternoon (or Monday 
morning, where Sunday afternoon departures are not possible). Candidates will have their interviews arranged 
such that they can complete their return journey to a reasonable schedule. 

 
All applicants will be notified of the outcome on the afternoon/evening of Monday via a phone call. 

 
Candidates who express interest in the Tuckwell Scholarship to Medicine Pathway (Tuckwell-MChD pathway) 
and are awarded a Tuckwell Scholarship may be granted a place on the pathway. 

https://medicalschool.anu.edu.au/study/doctor-medicine-surgery/pathway-programs


 

C O N TA C T U S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future student enquiry 
T 1800 620 032 W 
tuckwell.anu.edu.au/contact 
CRICOS Provider #00120C 
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