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For those of you who have just picked up The
Bell for the first time, you might be wondering
why we call it ‘The Bell’ after all.
This Tuckwell annual magazine looks back
on the year that was for our current Scholars,
profiling each year group and the enrichment
program.
It will eventually also profile our Tuckwell
alumni and be their way of staying engaged
with the program as they continue on to new
adventures and contribute to the Tuckwell
vision of giving back to Australia, whether that
be through time, talent or treasure.
The name of the magazine was taken from
the Tuckwell handbell used in the ‘ringing
in’ ceremony, the centrepiece of the annual
Commencement Dinner. Commissioned by
Graham and Louise Tuckwell, the Tuckwell
Bell was cast by Britain’s oldest manufacturing
company, the Whitechapel Bell Foundry in
London.
The crafting of this handbell from molten metal
into sound signifies the transformative impact
that the Tuckwell Scholarship program at ANU
will have on the lives of the Tuckwell Scholars.
We’re excited this year to welcome the natural
progression of this magazine’s evolution,
watching the scholars curate it themselves.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to
making 2016 the year that it was.
Here’s to the future!

LETTER
FROM THE
EDITOR
GEORGIA LEAK
EDITOR IN CHIEF
2015 SCHOLAR

W

ith 2016 seeing the Tuckwell
Scholarship Program grow
and diversify with the ringing
in of 24 fresh scholars, the
introduction of an entirely scholarled enrichment program and the
opening of our new Tuckwell home
on Fellows Lane, it feels only
natural that this year also marks
the beginning of a new era for our
very own publication, The Bell.
Conceived of and grown by the
amazing Tuckwell administration
staff, this year The Bell has left
the nest — edited by myself, and
nearly entirely cultivated, directed
and written by scholars.
It was only a little bit over a year
ago that a very nervous, Year 12
Georgia sat in front of Graham and
Louise, adamantly telling them that
the literary sphere and the world
of editing and publishing were
places she was born to inhabit.
The fact that, in just my first year
at university, I have been given the
opportunity to edit a professional
publication is a true testament to
the supportive, encouraging and
life-transforming nature of the
Tuckwell Scholarship Program.
I’m sure all scholars would agree
with me in saying that the work
that Graham and Louise do, along
with the efforts of all of the staff
involved in this program, are things
that we will never be able to thank
them enough for.
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Graham and Louise photographed in Canberra, July 2016, for The Canberra Times (Photo: Graham Tidy)
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REFLECTION
ON 2016
GRAHAM AND LOUISE TUCKWELL

T

his is the time of year when we sit back, take stock and think about the progress that has been made
in the Scholarship Program. Although it has now been running for three years, 2016 was very much a
year of firsts. Here are some of them:
•

Our first scholar graduates! Five of our 2014 Scholars undertook 3-year degrees as part of their study
programs so congratulations to them on graduating. Thankfully, they are all staying on to complete
further study, as we are not yet ready to say goodbye to anyone.

•

Our first Scholars House opened in mid-2016 and it is a fabulous building that the University has
made available to us. We know from our Scholars’ letters that this has made a huge difference to
them, especially for some of the older Scholars who now live off-campus as it gives them a home
away from home and a day-time base on campus. What a wonderful resource it was for our interview
weekend too.

•

Our first staff members. We were thrilled when Tim Mansfield agreed to move over from his position
as Deputy Head of Bruce Hall to become our first Program Director. We have, in Tim, a person with
experience and skills more than we could have hoped for. He soon recruited the delightful Andrea
Murrow and together they are the backbone and engine room of Scholars House.

•

Our first year of older Scholars taking on the role of mentoring younger Scholars. The 2014 Scholars
received mentoring training prior to mentoring the “fresher” 2016 Scholars. This cross-cohort
mentoring is a very exciting development as it is a great learning experience for both the mentors and
mentees, and the Program is ever richer for Scholars getting to know other Scholars.

•

Our first Readers progressing to become Selection Panel Members. So, what does this mean? Well,
we receive so many Stage 1 scholarship applications that we require a team of more than 40 people
to read them, and most of that team are ANU staff members who volunteer their time to learn about
and support the Program – they are the Readers. When we find standout Readers we invite them to
join the Selection Panel when vacancies arise, and Narci Teoh and Ryan Goss are the first to progress
in this way. Their dedication is a blueprint for the future of the Program.

•

Our first development proposal, to build two new halls of residence costing over $100 million. The
proposed redevelopment of Bruce Hall, which we and the University announced in July 2016, will
provide much needed on-campus student accommodation and the investment returns will provide
the funding for the Scholarship Program in perpetuity. So the success of those residences will be
crucial to the success of the Program in the years to come.

Leaving the best to last - we have just finished reading the letters which the scholars send to us at the
end of each semester. We treasure these letters and the Scholars who write them. The 2014 Scholars
now have written six letters and it is fascinating to read their latest reflections alongside some of their
earliest letters and see their enormous personal growth. It is a real privilege being part of their life’s
journey.
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2014 SCHOLARS
MATTHEW BARTON
SARAH CAMPBELL
MARCUS DAHL
JANET DAVEY

HANNAH HARMELIN
JOSEPH DEAN
CATHERINE HALL

GUY LECKENBY
LUCY KIRK
MATTHEW JACOB
SAM WEN HUANG

ALEXANDER MILES
MORGAN MARSHALL
HARRY MAIN

SAMUEL SAUNDERS
BRYCE ROBINSON
ABI RAJKUMAR
ELENA PLEASS

PHOEBE SKUSE
SAMANTHA TERRY
JESSICA WOOLNOUGH

JAKUB NABAGLO
KATIE WARD
CATHERINE PERRY
SORIN ZOTA
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ON EXCHANGE SEM 2, 2016:
JAKUB: CANADA, CATHERINE: CHINA

LOOKING BACK ON 2016
BRYCE ROBINSON & ABI RAJKUMAR,
SCHOLARS HOUSE REPS FOR THE 2014 SCHOLARS

T

he 2014 Scholars are aging rapidly and—may
we say—gracefully. For the inaugural Tuckwell
Scholars, 2016 has been a year of go-getting,
globe-trotting and, for some, graduating.
In a classic case of first child syndrome, this
year saw the 2014 Scholars become a little
despondent. Where have all these fresh-faced
first years come from? Why aren’t we getting as
much attention anymore? Why don’t we see each
other as much? Is caffeine actually a reasonable
substitute for sleep? However, it only takes a quick
moment of reflection to realise that the answer
to most of these questions (except the last one,
perhaps) is quite a happy one: we are growing up.
A quick glance across the third year cohort
suggests precisely why we weren’t seeing each
other as much—because we have all kept
ourselves so ludicrously busy! Some scholars
have been soaring academically and making leaps
and bounds in their own research. Some have
been occupied with demanding and exciting jobs,
ranging from retail to Parliament, from law firms
to laboratories, and everything in between. Some
have been interning, some have been volunteering,
some have been on exchange, and some are
beginning to take the reins of a diverse range of
organisations.
As a natural result, we’ve been getting tired.
You can only forge ahead for so long in a
particular direction until it begins to wear you out!
Fortunately, there have been some elements of
newness which have broken up the hard slog.

Moving out of college has been a unique challenge
for many scholars this year, but has brought
an entirely different dimension to the university
experience of many. We’ve also had another new
home, in the form of the sparkly Scholars House
2.0, which has been an ever-important meeting
place, thinking space and refuge for so many of
the scholars. Of course, we must not neglect to
mention the glorious entrance of Tim and Andrea
into our lives, who have brought with them such an
important sense of organisation, warmth, support
and community.
As we come to the end of yet another year in the
Tuckwell program, things are starting to come
full circle. The first years that we have had the
pleasure of mentoring throughout the year are now
more confident, determined, innovative and ready
to take on the world than we ever remember being!
At the same time, we have all been emotionally
bracing ourselves for the unthinkable: at some
point, some of us are going to start graduating.
2016 marks the first lot of Tuckwell graduates, with
six of the inaugural scholars completing their first
degree. Luckily, we don’t have to worry too much,
because in true Tuckwell style they can’t quite let
go just yet, and will all be joining us at ANU once
again next year in varying capacities.
And so, we end this year as we have ended the
ones before it: a little worn out, slightly anxious for
what’s next, but above all, enormously grateful to
Graham and Louise and to our fellows for providing
us with opportunities we never thought possible.
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2015 SCHOLARS

ANTHONY RICCI
BILLIE HOOK
BRODY HANNAN

JEEVAN HAIKERWAL
JONATHAN TJANDRA
LACHLAN ARTHUR

MADDISON PERKINS
MARY PARKER
MATTHEW BOWES
MICHAEL TURVEY

NICHOLAS WYCHE
NISHANTH PATHY
ROBERT COOK

TAMARA BOHLER
YAYA LU
ELIZA CROFT

AUDREY LEE
HANNAH GREGORY
JANE TAN

ON EXCHANGE SEM 2, 2016:
AUDREY: DENMARK,
HANNAH: FRANCE,
JANE: TURKEY
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LOOKING BACK ON 2016
MARY PARKER & ANTHONY RICCI,
SCHOLARS HOUSE REPS FOR THE 2015 SCHOLARS

A

fter the big summer break, the 2015 cohort
came back to uni reinvigorated and ready to
fully get amongst the variety of things that ANU has
to offer. After orientation day, where we could all
catch up again after three months apart, it is safe
to say that the bonds and friendships between us
all have become even stronger throughout 2016.
Putting aside the now-traditional feisty argument
at Tuckwell camp down at Kioloa, it was on camp
that we also managed to help construct the
framework for the Tuckwell Enrichment Program
that was spearheaded by Michael and run by us.
Having recently been wide-eyed first years coming
into both an unknown university and the very
intimidating scholarship program, we felt that
we knew best what information would help the
incoming scholars. This was reflected in what
seemed to be a highly successful enrichment
program throughout the first semester of 2016.
Even though Kioloa also provided a strong start for
scholar bonding, as we all settled into our routines
for the year, it became clear that we do not catch
up as a group as often as some of us would like.

The introduction of a new Scholars House meant
that we do a lot more together and catch up far
more often — really making us feel a lot more like a
cohort group.
It is good knowing that no matter when you want
to study, you can pop in to scholars and see a few
familiar faces. Some people are there so frequently
you would think they never leave! Scholars House
was also the site of the renowned second year
‘burger cook out’.
While our numbers were lessened by four of us
going on exchange through semester two, the
burger night was well attended and contained the
classic Tuckwell mix of delicious food and lively
discussion.
During the burger night, I think many of us realised
that while we sometimes have our differences,
the fact that all of us are truly unique makes us
so interesting as a group. So as we look forward
to 2017 we can then expect some more worldbeating, world-travelling, arguments in scholars,
overachieving in almost every field the ANU has to
offer and even, potentially, a wedding or two…
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2016 SCHOLARS

BEN RADA MARTIN
BRANDON SMITH
CHARLIE GUERIT
CHLOE HARPLEY

DAMIAN MAZUR
GEORGIA LEAK
ISABELLA MORTIMORE

JAMES HAYNE
JEN HUNG
JONAH HANSEN
JULIA LINDBLOM

KATE GARROW
LACHLAN CAMPBELL
LORANE GABORIT

LOUIS BECKER
LUCY STEDMAN
MADELEINE MCGREGOR
MAX MOFFAT

SACHINI POOGODA
SAM BANNISTER
SARAH CALLINAN

ALEX PATERSON
TOM GOODWIN
TIM HUME
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LOOKING BACK ON 2016
MAX MOFFAT & SACHINI POOGODA,
SCHOLARS HOUSE REPS FOR THE 2016 SCHOLARS

T

his year began with the hot Canberra sun.
24 young Scholars, excited for semester one.
But despite our extensive research it was true,
That, of the university experience, we did not have
a clue.
The first few weeks passed with many changes,
At our colleges and classes, we made friends out
of strangers.
The Tuckwell program, though, remained a
mystery,
What were we to glean from its short history?
After a few TEP sessions, we realised the fact,
That this whole program is about giving back.
With our mentors and Fellows watching us like
hawks,
The seeds of this knowledge began to sprout
stalks.
A few months later and it was already clear,
That 2016 would be quite a year.
Inward Bound, musicals, interhall sport,
Our list of interests is far from short.
Internships, societies, and volunteering,
Opportunities everywhere; oh, how appealing!

Despite not knowing each other for long,
The bonds in our group already seemed strong,
And there is no doubt that this can be traced,
To camping at Kioloa; a very special place.
It was here where the first links of friendship grew,
Under a starry sky and campfire near an ocean
blue.
For the rest of the year the tone was set,
A sense of camaraderie that we couldn’t forget.
But we needed more than just camp alone,
To develop a culture that we may call our own.
Scholars House was relied on, a place of meeting,
Of study and laughter, and moments fleeting.
Whether it was pancakes at breakfast or a heated
debate,
Studying for exams or chatting with mates,
Scholars House became a place we treasure,
The perfect blend of study and leisure.
So the prospect of second year causes us no
alarm,
Since first year was a time of good humour and
charm,
In fact, we confess that we are quite keen,
For the adventure that will be 2017.
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FIRST YEARS’
REFLECTION

LUCY STEDMAN

FDD Eng & AdvCmpt / Engineering
First year was completely different to anything I’ve
experienced in my life so far.
I’ve met a whole range of people — all of whom have
their own stories, unique personalities, idiosyncrasies
and backgrounds. Meeting such a diverse range of
people has definitely been one of the highlights of my
year, and living on college has easily been another. The
independence I’ve had to adopt is also something new.
Ensuring I eat well, keep fit, keep up, keep sane: all
on me. I’d like to say I’m managing, but it’s definitely
something I didn’t really consider before coming here.

SAM BANNISTER

FDD: Law/Economics
My first year at the ANU has been a fantastic experience.
The intense and inclusive culture at my residential college
has helped make Canberra feel like home since day one.
There was never a dull moment in 2016 — I’ve enjoyed
getting involved in college social and sporting activities,
immersing myself in the Tuckwell program, making new
friends from all around Australia and the world, and
learning from some of the world’s best academics at the
nation’s top university.
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It’s always a thrilling time to be at university in your first year. More thrilling still, being launched
into your university experience with the backbone of a scholarship program to help support
your endeavours, mentor you through academic pathways and facilitate events with other new
students to help you build a community of friends. Looking back on their first year at the ANU,
members of our 2016 Scholars take a moment of reflection on how they think their transition to
university life has been.

LOUIS BECKER

FDD Arts SocSci Busn & Sci / Arts
This year, I’ve learned to cook and to read Ancient
Greek; to perform poems and to play hockey; to
understand phonology, fuzzy-logic and the first writing.
I’ve studied a medieval physician, a 16th century
murderer/painter and a 20th century murdered poet,
and have been exposed to some incredible thinkers
– from decipherers of newly-discovered fragments of
Sophocles, to experts on the evolution of spite, to writers
of books about Babylonian gods, and musicals about
Russian revolutionaries.

SARAH CALLINAN

FDD Eng & AdvCmpt / B BusAdmin

Things I’ve learnt from my first year of university...
Procrastination isn’t a bad habit — it’s a lifestyle choice.
Societies are awesome but Netflix will always be your
greatest extra-curricular. Chocolate can and will be a diet
staple. It is possible to get used to being sick 73% of the
time. Saying yes to things can lead to great experiences.
Naps are your friend, and friends are
always more important than homework. First year will be
quite difficult at times and that’s okay – you just have to
keep moving forward.
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TIMOTHY HUME
PhB (Science)

My first year at the ANU has been an inspiring, challenging
and transformative experience.
As a PhB student I have thrived in the intensive academic
research environment and taken the opportunity to
commence a research project in nuclear physics. The
Tuckwell Scholarship program has also provided me with
an invaluable community where I have found support
and inspiration throughout all aspects of my university
experience. This year has reinforced my ambitions and
presented many pathways for the future.

GEORGIA LEAK

FDD ArtsSoScBusSc / Arts
After a year out of home — a year spent falling in love with
new places, new people and, most surprisingly, a new me
— I can assure you that my life has changed for the better.
The nation’s capital and its number one university have
provided me with the opportunity to write for a student
newspaper, volunteer at an inaugural writers festival and,
amazingly, become the editor in chief of a professional
publication! Despite the fact that first year has been far from
a smooth journey for me, I cannot think of anywhere I would
rather explore, take unexpected turns at, or, sometimes, find
myself downright lost in, than Canberra and the ANU.

JONAH HANSEN
PhB (Science)

I have really enjoyed all of my first year; making great new
friends at college, staying up playing cards until the early
hours of the morning, and enjoying the thrill of IB and
Endpoint.
Academically, it has been fantastic to be able to meet
many of the professors that I’d heard about throughout
high school, such as Nobel prize winner Prof. Brian
Schmidt. Moreover, my first year has provided the
incredible opportunity — and one that would only come
about at the ANU — for me to pursue research into stellar
clusters and associations at Mt Stromlo.
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YU-TING (JENNIFER) HUNG
PhB (Science)

First year has both met and greatly exceeded my
expectations.
I had expected to meet a diverse range of people, to
be challenged by my studies, and to finally experience
independence living away from home. What I didn’t
expect was just how quickly strong friendships could
form in a year, how much there was to learn about the
world of science and how much I would enjoy the new
found freedom. It’s truly been an unforgettable year!

JAMES HAYNE

FDD: ArtsSoScBusSc / BPPE
I have always lived by the ethos that “a man that dares
to waste one hour of time hasn’t discovered the value of
life”.
From volunteering in schools with fellow ANU students
to travelling to Myanmar on a study tour focusing on
political and economic development, this ethos has never
been more meaningful. However, these opportunities
have only been possible with the support of the Tuckwell
program. For that, I am eternally grateful – I feel like I
have discovered the value of life.

JULIA LINDBLOM
PhB (Science)

I can say with confidence that my first year at the ANU has
been an incredible one.
Not only has 2016 been a year of academic development
for me, it has also been incredibly transformative on a
personal level. Experiences that have been highlights
include living on residence at Bruce Hall, where I was
part of a diverse, exciting and dynamic community, and
the opportunities I have had completing research in the
Research School of Chemistry in second semester. 2016
truly will be a year to remember!
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LACHLAN CAMPBELL

FDD Adv Computing / Engineering
First year has been absolutely life-changing. I have learnt
so much — and not just in terms of my degree — but
about myself.
Studying here in Canberra at the ANU has changed the
way in which I look at the world around me and how I
can, potentially, make a difference within it. Never before
did I think that such a short period of time in my life
would be so integral in shaping who I am and who I will
eventually become.

LORANE GABORIT
Before starting at ANU, people told me absolutely
everything and anything when describing first year from
“you’re not going to sleep at all”, to “you’ll probably fail
something” and “you might find yourself running through
the bush in the middle of the night for a 60km plus
ultramarathon.”

FDD: Science/ BPPE

Of course, I didn’t believe them, but even if it sounds
crazy, everything they tell you is true. My first year hasn’t
been perfect. But even if it’s been one of the hardest
things I’ve ever done, it’s been more fun and rewarding
than I can begin to describe. Stepping out of my comfort
zone on the first day of O-week turned out to be the
beginning of countless friendships, adventures, mistakes
and lessons that I couldn’t have anticipated.

TOM GOODWIN
FDD Law / BPPE

Some timely advice to the incoming 2017 Scholars: Don’t
underestimate the change, excitement, and confusion of
moving out of home! It’s hard, so give yourself a break if it
takes months for things to start clicking.
Keep doing a few of the things you did at high school
because that will help you feel comfortable in a sea of all
that is new and unknown. In saying that, try some new
things that you think fit you well and try to stretch yourself.
I have enjoyed having a few things which are off campus
as well — it helped me get acquainted with the wider
Canberra world and those who inhabit it.
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KATE GARROW
FDD Law / Arts

Starting university this year marks the first time in my life
that I’ve been truly independent.
Living away from home has allowed me to try things
that I never would have considered like playing ultimate
frisbee, climbing Mount Ainslie at midnight, making a film
in 40 hours, or dancing at Parliament House. My degree
has offered independence as well, letting me pursue my
academic passions. Just this semester, I’ve debated
the fairness of our justice system, performed extracts
from modern American plays, and analysed how tourism
affects Indigenous Peruvian women. It has truly been an
unforgettable year.

CHARLIE GUERIT

FDD Law / BIntlSecStud
In short, my first year of uni has been a whirlwind.
Thrown into a totally foreign environment, I was left
to contend with a barrage of new experiences, new
people, and new challenges. At the end of this year I
can say that I’m bruised, tired and drained. But to be
totally honest, it has been the best year of my life. New
friends, new knowledge, new experiences, and new
dance moves. What more could you ask for?

CHLOE HARPLEY
FDD Law / Arts

“It is the unknown that excites the ardour of scholars,
who, in the known alone, would shrivel up with
boredom”.
These words of my favourite modernist poet, Wallace
Stevens, truly capture the year that has been. Every so
often I have the chance to reflect, and am constantly
astounded at how each and every day – at the ANU,
at Bruce Hall, and with the incredible friends I have met
– excites me. It has been a year of impulsivity (and at
times, confusion) but ultimately, I look towards 2017 with
anticipation of what the unknown will bring.
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MADELINE MCGREGOR
BPPE/Juris Doctor

University has been a space for self-creation.
It is a place where I am able to challenge myself, extend
myself and present myself however I choose. I am
given the respect and freedom of an adult, as well as
the appropriate support for this experience and a new
environment that has allowed me to explore myself
without limits. I am incredibly grateful for how exciting
and rich this new chapter of my life has been so far.

MAX MOFFAT

FDD: Law / Arts

By far the highlights of the year for me have been Big
Night Out and Inward Bound; two very different events
run by the ANU residential colleges.
Big Night Out was a concert held early in the year which
featured a small band from each college performing
to a crowd of over 1000 people. Playing my trumpet
representing Bruce Hall at this event was absolutely
unforgettable. Inward Bound can be best described as
an orienteering ultramarathon which, despite my team
finishing second last in, was a lot of fun for me.

SACHINI POOGODA
FDD Science / Arts

First year was an absolute rollercoaster of highs and
lows.
Moving across the country — away from home — was
by far the most terrifying thing I have ever done, but I
cannot express how glad I am that I did. Thrown into
a loving community at college, life this year has been a
rush of learning how to cook, meeting incredible people,
balls for every occasion and mad study. Above all, first
year showed me that, sometimes, the things that scare
you the most are the most rewarding.
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DAMIAN MAZUR
BPPE/Juris Doc

First year at the ANU has been great because it has
allowed me to both find and develop my niche.
My residential college has become my home, with
memories such as cooking a croquembouche at 3:00 am
with friends being something truly unique that I will never
forget. My courses have both challenged and extended
me and, in doing so, I know I will be returning to the ANU
next year with more passion to study what I love.

ISABELLA MORTIMORE

FDD: Arts SocSci Busn & Sci / Economics
My first year of university has really been, what can only
be described as, a year of firsts.
2016 has seen me move away from home for the
first time and get the closest I have ever been to
independence; the beginning for many lifelong
friendships; the fortification of my passion for economics;
and the emergence of my, although still budding, love
for Canberra (what can I say, it has grown on me since
my year 7 Canberra tour). First year has been the start of
what is shaping up to be an unforgettable and enriching
undergraduate degree at the ANU.

BENJAMIN RADA MARTIN

FDD ArtsSoScBusSc / BPPE

2016 was a year of both excitement and difficulty.
Some aspects of my first year matched my expectations
— the thrill of moving to a new city, the enjoyment of living
in the community of Bruce Hall and the independence of
university life. However, the move also challenged me as
an individual — taking me out of my bubble back home,
forcing me to form completely new friendships and to find
ways to pick myself up after failing. Undoubtedly, 2016
was a year where the Ben walking in and the Ben walking
out are different people and, I believe, it’s for the better.
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BRANDOM SMITH

FDD Law / B Intl Security
Exhilarating. This one word sums up my first year at
university.
After finishing school in a small coastal town, I never
would have thought I could say that I have friends from
every state and territory. Nor could I imagine that I would
I be travelling to Perth to play cricket at the Australian
University games, meeting the likes of Hugh White, or
attending yoga sessions run by a Pro-Vice Chancellor.
Most importantly, after everything, I can’t wait to do it all
again.
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“First year has been absolutely
life-changing. I have learnt so
much — and not just in terms of
my degree — but about myself.”
-Lachlan Campbell
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LETTERS
FROM THE
ROAD
STORIES FROM OUR
TUCKWELL SCHOLARS
WHO WERE ON STUDY ABROAD
OR EXCHANGE PROGRAMS
IN 2016

CATHERINE PERRY
BEIJING, CHINA
Greetings from Beijing!
I have been studying at Peking University in
Beijing for over a month now and am thoroughly
enjoying the experience. I am primarily studying
Chinese language courses whilst I am over
here, and although I am learning a lot, classes
unfortunately start at 8 am every day.
Apart from study, I am also interning at the
Foundation for Australian Studies Centre in
China, which mainly involves research work.
There is plenty to see and do here in China, both
inside and outside of Beijing.
20

We have just returned from the week-long
‘national holiday’, during which I travelled to
Xi’an (home to the terracotta warriors) and
Shijiazhuang (which despite being the most
heavily polluted city in China, was my favourite
of the two). Whilst I am here, I am also hoping
to travel to Harbin in far north China (where
temperatures will be -20˚C) to see their famous
ice and snow festival.

JANE TAN
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
Sziasztok! I’m currently in Hungary participating in
the Budapest Semesters in Mathematics program.
True to the program name, I’m taking 5 maths
courses here including a lot of graph theory and
combinatorics, these being Hungarian specialties.
I’m also learning Hungarian language which,
despite its rather fearsome reputation, is actually
really nice; there are very few tenses, all spelling is
phonetic, the number one rule is “whatever sounds
good goes” (aka vowel harmony), and the existence
of ‘tessék’ which is a polite word used to mean
basically anything you want it to.
Apart from studying maths in the home of Euros,
some highlights have been taking cruises on
the Danube, being part of the St Stephen’s Day
celebration and other festivals, seeing the musical
Les Misérables in Hungarian, day trips to Vienna
with Bratislava and Zagreb to come, and eating
Kürtoskalács (a roasted doughy tube of sugary
goodness). I’ve also discovered that the zoo here
has a large section devoted to Australia, which is
perfect for those times when I miss the sound of
cockatoos (rarely, I’ll admit).
Üdv
Jane
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PHOTO

HANNAH GREGORY

EDINBURGH, UNITED KINGDOM
Greetings from Edinburgh!

AUDREY LEE

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK
Hej from Copenhagen!
I’m currently on a semester exchange at the
University of Copenhagen, taking Danish
language classes and studying chemistry. So far
it’s been a whirlwind of trying to figure out how
Danish society works, from finding the best
pastry shop to riding a bike according to the
Danish rules. Copenhagen is a great place for
cycling, with cycling paths pretty much on every
road – even a novice cyclist like me can manage.
I’ve really enjoyed meeting and getting to know
people from different backgrounds, and
surprisingly I’ve bumped into quite a few Aussies
here too.
Although it has been challenging at times, I can
definitely say that it’s been a great experience
so far, and I’m looking forward to the rest of this
semester!

For the last few months I’ve been able to call
Scotland my home. Though my time here will
shortly expire, there are many things I have learnt
and am continuing to learn from this humble city
and my semester abroad. I am studying international relations and social and cultural issues
whilst here. Despite clichés, I have managed to
develop an international conscience and cultural
awareness from studying on the other side of the
world, particularly in terms of development. I’ve
been given a Eurocentric lens through which to
examine some key global development issues,
and also been able to grasp local development
concerns that are both so different and so similar
to our own.
Aside from my studies, delving into the beauty of
Edinburgh has enriched my experience abroad.
Its Scottish heritage is demonstrated in the
street, as you witness men clad in kilts playing
the bagpipes, the popularity of Scotch whiskey,
and the many Ceilidhs on show (a traditional
folk music and dancing event). I’ve spent time
exploring the art, theatre and music that is consistently displayed and appreciating the history
of the city (particularly Edinburgh Castle and the
Scott Monument) as well as adventuring out into
the renowned Scottish Highlands.

Hej hej, (Bye!)
- Audrey
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- Hannah

JAKUB NABAGLO

VANCOUVER, CANADA
I write to you from rainy Vancouver, where the
people are warmer than the weather, and the views
are sweeter than maple syrup. It has been raining
here for forty days and forty nights. I am waiting for
someone to build an ark.
Despite that, I have been enjoying my time here
very much. Vancouver is the Melbourne of Canada,
with its hipster cafés, vibrant culture, and being
neglected in favour of its larger sibling.
I am studying this semester at the University of
British Columbia, a university much bigger than
ANU, possessing a spacious coastal campus with
its own beach. A nude beach, no less. In typical
North American fashion, we have fraternities with
filthy parties, there are college sports with mascots
and cheerleaders, and everyone wears university
merchandise.
I have been taking this opportunity to travel around
North America. The closest big city is Seattle,
where I spent a weekend.

It is the home of bad coffee, also known as
Starbucks.
There is a Starbucks on every city block. It also
sports the first Starbucks ever, adorned with
historical features, and a long line of pumpkin spice
morons.
San Francisco was another city on my list. It
being the technology capital of the world, I am
likely to one day end up living there. It is a city of
contrasts. On one hand, it is full of start-ups and
rich entrepreneurs, living in all the comforts the city
provides: press a button on the wall and have a
bottle of cucumber water delivered to your door.
But taking refuge in camps just outside the city are
thousands of homeless people, priced out of the
housing market by the progressing gentrification.
They are a blunt reminder of the human costs of
the thriving Silicon Valley.
I also plan on visiting the U.S. east coast in a few
weeks, followed shortly by a ski trip to Whistler.
- Jakub

23

B

ack in 2015 when I was first preparing my
initial application, if you gave the Tuckwell
Scholarship a quick google search you would find
a Wikipedia article that said Tuckwell Scholars
all boarded together in a lodging called Scholars
House. Although, much to my dismay, this isn’t
actually the case, with 2016 seeing the opening of
what has been dubbed ‘The New Scholars House’
on Fellows Lane, it’s actually not a far stretch of the
truth to say that, at least some scholars, practically
live there.
Fitted out with private study pods that allow you
to online shop in peace, totally unaccountable for
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neglecting a final essay; the most comfortable
bean
bags for group viewing sessions of The Bachelor;
as well as a Nespresso coffee machine that has
helped economics and statistics students alike
to develop their skills in creating a self-sustaining
coffee and milk system; it is a common assumption
that Tuckwell Scholars are drawn to Scholars
House for its incredible facilities.
Although, admittedly, I could never say no to a
quick ‘Bachie Session’ and coffee with the
like of Isabella Mortimore and Lorane Gaborit, the
new Scholars House is about so much more than
the shiny new things that it has to offer us.

HOME
SWEET
HOME
2016 BRINGS WITH IT
A NEW HOME BASE
FOR TUCKWELL SCHOLARS,
IN ‘SCHOLARS HOUSE’
ON FELLOWS LANE
BY GEORGIA LEAK

Vice Chancellor and Nobel Laureate, Professor Brian Schmidt
helps make pancakes for our 2014 Tuckwell Scholar graduates
at Scholars House in December

Scholars House on Fellows Lane truly has become
a place that I call home. Existing as the first space
that can hold all three cohorts of scholars at the
same time, the opening of the new Scholars House
has seen the program imbued with a new sense of
community and camaraderie.

I, for one, cannot wait to welcome the new 2017
scholars with open arms into Scholars House on
Fellows Lane. Studying there, I am always acutely
aware of the fact that I am sitting amongst the likes
of future politicians, astronauts, economists and
doctors.

In frequenting Scholars House over the past six
months I have made friends out of third year
scholars that I once found oh-so-intimidating and
found my weekly ‘creative dead ends’ solved by
fresh outlooks of law or economics students.

As the program grows in both age and size, so too
will it diversify, with new scholars bringing fresh and
unique experiences, ideas and passions. And I can
honestly say it will be an honour to be influenced
by them.

Heck, I’ve even learnt a thing or two about game
theory thanks to Nishanth!
25

A NOTE
FROM THE
HEAD OF
SCHOLARS
HOUSE
PROFESSOR RICHARD BAKER

It has been a momentous year for the Program.
With the opening of Scholars House, we now have
a venue where all scholars can study and socialise.
With first, second and third year scholars sharing
the development and running events we have had
a wonderful flourishing of activities for scholars to
participate in. As well as many academic focussed
evenings, we have had purely social events with
the 2016 cohort showing the way on how to
organise spontaneous ice cream nights!
An academic discussion that stood out for me
was a great night organised by all the first, second
and third year scholars doing the The Bachelor of
Politics, Philosophy and Economics degree. The
discussion was around an article by the prominent
economist Richard Denniss on the implications
of Brexit. With the author in attendance a lively
discussion ensued. Another extraordinary night
was organised by students again from across all
three year groups to discuss breaking down the
stigma of talking about depression. The night was
facilitated by ANU’s chapter of Batyr a NGO set
up by ANU alumni Sebastian Robertson. Another
highlight of the year has been the successful
introduction of a peer mentoring scheme where
pairs of third year scholars were matched up with
pairs of first year scholars. In response to much
positive feedback this scheme will continue in 2017
with the new first year Tuckwell Scholars being
matched up with a mix of 2014 and 2015 scholars
for mentoring support.
I write these words at the end of particular
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historic week for the Tuckwell Program. Five of
our initial cohort of scholars who started their
degrees in 2014 have just been awarded their
undergraduate degrees. To celebrate this a new
Tuckwell Program tradition has been launched
with the Vice-Chancellor hosting a breakfast for
graduating scholars and their families (pg 25). With
all 6 graduating students staying on at ANU to do
graduate degrees I am delighted that we will still
have all our original 2014 scholars with us next
year to continue to play the leadership role each
and every one of them has so willingly played in
shaping the Tuckwell Program since the day they
(and the Program) started at ANU in February
2014.
The most rewarding thing for me as Head of
Scholars House this year has been to see the
growing role Scholars are playing across the
campus. Daily in my role as the Pro ViceChancellor responsible for student issues I
have come across Tuckwell Scholars making a
difference. As you can see from various pieces
in this publication Tuckwell Scholars have taken
on leadership roles in Residential Halls as Senior
Residents and on Residential Committees, in clubs
and societies, in coaching roles in Inward Bound
and in other ANU sporting events, and in so many
other groups working on campus, more broadly in
Canberra, Australia or the world. In these and so
many other ways the Tuckwell Scholars have been
living out the Tuckwell vision of scholars reinvesting
their knowledge, skills and experience in ways that
positively benefit others.

the FELLOWS
THE FELLOWS REFLECT ON THE YEAR
THEY’VE SEEN PASS BY WHILE
MENTORING THEIR SCHOLARS

MARY KILCLINE CODY
I have been part of the Tuckwell adventure since its inception and in the
past three years, it has gone from strength to strength. This year, we
acquired a lovely new venue, great new staff, developed new approaches
and produced new publications. But for me, the scholars are still the
heart and soul of the programme. They are wonderful young peoplethey work hard, contribute to their community, deal with life’s challenges,
make time for their friends. I am very proud of them.

PETER KANOWSKI
Writing at year’s end, I think back to the 2016 Commencement Weekend
and Kioala Camp, and wonder where the year has gone. But a review of
any of the Scholar’s entries in The Bell reminds me of the kaleidoscope of
activities that characterise each Scholar’s year, and of how the Program
continues to evolve and mature. I also reflect on how each of the three
Scholar cohorts, and the new Scholars House, added value to the
Program in 2016, and set the stage for the further development of the
Program in 2017. We have lots to both celebrate and anticipate!

MOLLY TOWNES O’BRIEN
I have been delighted to see the scholars grow, change and challenge
themselves. This year, I mentored quite a number of students who
study law, which meant I had the opportunity to see them casually more
often. I met up with students while they were out taking walks or going
for coffee. We also made good use of the new Scholars House. I have
enjoyed spending time with them and have learned a lot from them. They
are my mentors as much as I am one of theirs.

CHRIS BROWNE
The Tuckwell Scholars are a constant breath of fresh air. They bring
enthusiasm, creativity and possibility to everyone’s university experience.
The mentor relationship in the Tuckwell program—where scholars
are accepted and supported to do their best in their chosen pursuits,
whether academic, professional or social—is a positive model for
empowering students from all walks of life, and has significantly changed
the way I interact with all of my students.
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ENGAGEMENT
The Tuckwell Scholars are a group of passionate and involved students. Scholars across all
years are vehemently involved with events and organisations across campus and throughout
Canberra, for a variety of different causes. Here are some highlights of just a few of the cool
things that scholars have engaged with this year.

NICK WYCHE
I work with the Innovation
ACT competition, where
uni students in the
Canberra region have the
opportunity to learn how
to turn their ideas into
viable venture concepts.
At the end, the best teams
are selected to pitch
their ideas to a panel of
Australian entrepreneurs to
win a share of a $50,000
seed grant. I’ve loved
being a part of this unique
program - Canberra is
small enough that you can
get to know the innovation
ecosystem, but large
enough to offer fantastic
opportunities like this.
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MARY PARKER
This year I’ve worked as
the social-justice subcommittee chair at Bruce
Hall. I’ve also been a
Mentor Team Leader for
Raising Hope and I’ve
worked as a swimming
instructor at the Australian
Institute of Sport. Next
year I’m taking on the role
of Director of Operations
for Raising Hope.
JONAH HANSEN
This year, I was a general
representative of the ANU
Physics society. This
opportunity gave me many
ways to help promote a
subject that I enjoy, as well
as network with some of
the prominent lecturers
of the ANU and develop
my leadership skills. I
also helped with the ANU
ConocoPhillips Science
Experience, which was
an amazing few days that
allowed me to share my
love of science with high
schoolers.

JONATHAN TJANDRA

JEEVAN HAIKERWAL
UN Youth ACT is
Australia’s largest not for
profit, youth-to-youth peer
education network. We
interact with over 15,000
highschool aged students
across Australia, and the
ACT division runs over 30
events every year. Working
with UN Youth puts you in
front of classrooms, at the
head of auditoriums and, if
you want to, takes you to
other continents. There’s a
lot to learn and give in this
diverse group of UN/
learning/fun-time
enthusiasts.

CHLOE HARPLEY

Earlier this year in January,
I went to Sulawesi with
Obor Berkat Indonesia
and my local church to
help administer medical
supplies to the people
as well as help out at
an orphanage. It was a
fascinating experience
seeing how doctors
managed to treat their
patients in conditions very
different from Australian
clinics. Though I am not a
medical student, I found
the trip to be educational
and I hope to go back to
Indonesia this summer to
continue the work.

Volunteering at the
inaugural Canberra
Writers’ Festival with fellow
Scholar, Georgia Leak,
was a highlight of this year.
We had the opportunity
to experience the innerworkings of successfully
executing such a large
scale event, while rubbing
shoulders with the likes
of Yann Martel, A.C
Grayling, Jackie French
and Isobel Carmody. Aside
from being a part of this
literary dream, my own
work with the executive
of PFLAG Capital Region
in establishing a queer*
youth mentoring program
has been exhilarating,
and I eagerly anticipate its
development as we look
towards 2017.
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SACHINI POOGODA
ANU Interhall Productions
was formed in 2010
to increase the artistic
opportunities of students
living on campus. This
year we had students take
on the melancholy sounds
of Steven Sondheim’s
‘Sweeney Todd.’ I was
blessed to play the part of
Toby, on stage, while Max
and Jeevan sacrificed
themselves to the
orchestra pit, taking
on the challenge of
discordant chords and
badly transcribed sheet
music. With eight shows
spanning over two weeks,
this musical took a huge
amount of dedication and
energy, but the end result
was a beautiful show that I
still experience withdrawal
symptoms from.
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CHARLIE GUERIT

BRANDON SMITH
This year I took part in
Raising Hope, a program
which provides mentoring
for high school students
facing difficulty with study
and school life. Taking part
in this mentoring was such
a rewarding experience
as you could influence
and see real changes
in the students’ attitude
and behaviour at school.
The connections made
with these students were
special and the teachers
remarked that students
would often only come
to school as they knew
Raising Hope was coming
that day. It was so inspiring
to see over the course of a
few short weeks, students
who before would struggle
to concentrate and focus
on school work, actively
asking questions and
seeking help to improve
both their academic and
life skills.

This year I ran from
Canberra Civic to Bondi
as part of the Civic-to-Surf
Initiative. The event, held
by Batyr, was conducted
in an effort to promote
preventative education
surrounding mental health.
Put simply, it was
awesome. Not only did I
get to hang out with a mix
of old and new friends,
but I also spent my time
doing something that had
true worth and meaning.
Charity, beach, running
and mates: it doesn’t get
much better than that.

TOM GOODWIN
Connecting with
Basketball ACT has
been a wonderful way to
engage with the wider
Canberra Community,
pursue community service
and take my passion for
basketball to a higher level.
Playing with the Wests
has given me access to a
well coached basketball
program, and also
presented me with the
opportunity to coach
voluntarily. Working for
basketball ACT, I have held
a part time job refereeing
junior games. Late this
year, I had the chance to
play with the ACT u20s
which was a fantastic
experience. Next year I
intend to play socially.

OTHER INVOLVEMENT:

JOE DEAN
batyr is a for-purpose
organization that aims
to engage, educate
and empower young
people to have positive
conversations about
mental health. Volunteering
with the ANU Chapter
involves organising and
participating in events that
generate exposure for
batyr so that people are
encouraged to see our
programs at the ANU.
2016 was batyr’s first year
at the ANU and, thus, a
constant learning process.
Most definitely an effective
year, we exceeded the
exposure targets the ANU
had set for us and went
some way towards saving
lives from suicide—the
leading cause of death for
Australians from 15 to 44.
If anyone is keen to get
involved — whether that
be old or new scholars —
please let me know.

Engineering Students
Association Gen Rep,
Sol Invictus Tech team
member,
She Leads conference
CECS delegate,
Civic2Surf,
Canberra Space Camp
volunteer team leader,
Fifty50 events manager,
National Youth Science
Forum,
AIME,
ANU PhB Society President,
Chemistry Peer Mentor,
Teacher at Vanuatu’s Little
Stars Summer School,
Global Undergraduate
Leaders Program,
PhB Student Mentor,
President of the Ursula
Hall Residents Committee,
Inward Bound Coaching,
Sports Rep for Bruce Hall,
IARU Global Summer
Program,
Senior Residents at
various halls,
Editors and Contributors
to WORONI,
...and the list goes on!
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SCHOLAR LIFE
The scholars are a group of gifted people, sure. But in addition to academics, there’s a large
part of the life of a Tuckwell Scholar that looks like ... well, the life of many other students at
university. They engage with friends and events in Canberra, making connections across the
nation’s capital and even playing in the snow from time to time. Here are some highlights from
the past year for our social scholars.

Harry Main and Max Moffat
with a friend at Bruce Hall
Commencement

Bryce Robinson and
Catherine Perry at Law Ball

Tom Goodwin playing AFL for
Johns College
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Catherine Hall and Abi
Rajkumar on a night on the
town

Maddy McGregor and
Georgia Leak in a Canberra
Winter Wonderland

Hannah Gregory and
Jonathan Tjandra at the
Burgmann Commencement
Dinner at Parliament House

Matthew Bowes and
Chloe Harpley as the
leads in Louis Nowra’s
production, ‘Cosi’ - put on
by Bruce Hall
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Lucy Stedman, Lorane
Gaborit, Lachlan Campbell,
Jonah Hansen and Alex
Patterson posing with The
Bell Magazine for the Tuckwell
Scavenger Hunt

Max Moffatt playing trumpet
for Bruce Hall at the
inter-college Big Night Out
competition

Damian Mazur and Sam
Bannister showing off their
fancy threads at a Bruce Hall
event

Catherine Hall, Sam Wen and
Abi Rajkumar at Tuckwell
Commencement
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Phoebe Skuse
and Elena
Pleass out
and about in
Canberra

Mary Parker arrives at End Point
after completing Inward Bound in
2016, representing Bruce Hall

Bryce Robinson and Matthew
Barton at the ANU Law Ball
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Jonathan Tjandra
photographs the
beautiful Indonesian
landscape on his trip
earlier this year (see
pg 29)

Isabella Mortimore, Brandon
Smith & Georgia Leak at Johns
College Valete

James Hayne, Max Moffat, Maddy
McGregor, Brandon Smith & Lucy Stedman
enjoy an impromptu bacon and egg roll
breakfast on Scholars House veranda
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Brandom Smith, Charlie
Guerit, Lorane Gaborit,
Georgia Leak, Lucy Stedman,
Chloe Harpley, Maddy
McGregor and Isabella
Mortimore at Kiola for
Tuckwell Camp - enjoying
the first beach they’d seen in
weeks!
Anthony Ricci speaking at
Bruce Hall Valete

Damian Mazur with
Dr. Paul Chen at the Tuckwell
Academic Dinner
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“Meeting such an eclectically
formidable collection of
people was humbling
and invigorating.”
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ORIENTATION DAY
BY MADELIENE MCGREGOR

A

pprehension, ardour and awe; these were the
alliterated afflictions articulating my Tuckwell
Orientation.
The day arrived as a reprieve amidst a flurry of
O-week college antics. Marnie gave us John’s
freshers special Deputy Vice Chancellor permission
to remove our bandanas for the first time since our
arrival, and our cohort interacted for the first time
since Interview Weekend. We ate rolls, mingling
amongst excitable faces, sharing O-week tales
and finding common ground on feelings of leaving
home, living in a college, navigating washing
machines and wondering which came first, ISIS the
student portal or the militant extremists.
Meeting such an eclectically formidable collection
of people was humbling and invigorating.
Interacting, sharing jokes and dog obsessions with
them, it was easy to think they could be some of
your greatest friends — the ones you keep for life
even.

It’s easy to question “why am I here?” when
surrounded by a calibre of individuals this high.
It is easy to look at others and think “he’s going
to lead a NASA project one day” or “years later
her poetry will be so revered it’ll be referenced in
pop culture” or rather disappointingly “it’s taking
so long, they might be the ones to legalise gay
marriage”. It is easy to quietly despair about your
lack of degree direction, career goals and general
uncertainty regarding how you wish to proceed
post-school.
But rather than making things worse, these
stimulating people, with their interesting ideas,
crazy hypotheticals, ambitious co-curricular
activities and utterly variegated lives, provide
inspiring windows into scenes/vistas of possibilities
for your own direction, as well as making the
archetypal university journey of self-discovery even
more remarkable/attractive/noteworthy/awesome.
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Scholars Madeliene McGregor and Alex Paterson speak with Professor Marnie Hughes-Warrington, Deputy Vice
Chancellor (Academic), alongside their parents
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Scholars Georgia Leak & Brandon Smith, pose with their parents and Dr. Colin Taylor, Director of
Alumni Relations & Philanthropy

COMMENCEMENT
PARENTS LUNCH
BY LORANE GABORIT

A

highlight of the commencement weekend
this year was, without a doubt, the Parents’
Lunch hosted at University House. One of our first
opportunities to introduce our parents to Graham,
Louise, the interview panel, and the Fellows and
staff responsible for running the program, it was a
really exciting and entertaining event.
For the parents present, it seemed that finally
putting faces and places to everything we’d
been rambling on about for almost a year was
reassuring.
For scholars, ‘nerve-racking’ might be a better
descriptor of our attempts at keeping our parents
well behaved.
Recently, when I asked my own parents what
stood out to them from the event, my Mum told
me it was when Louise congratulated the parents
there, telling them in her address that she knew
just how hard they had worked and that it was
okay to feel proud of us. Vice Chancellor Brian
Schmidt, Graham Tuckwell, Richard Baker, Mary
Kilcline Cody and Peter Kanowski also gave really
interesting and heartfelt speeches throughout
the lunch, explaining different aspects of the
scholarship as well as telling stories from their own
lives.

Conversations sprung up between every single
person about anything and everything, from what
our college rooms were like, to whether we’d
changed our minds about how we wanted to
change the world after graduating.
For me, the Commencement Parents’ Lunch will
certainly be a memorable event not just for how
welcoming everyone was, but also for the way
it allowed us to acknowledge our parents for
standing by our sides for so long.
In the midst of a hectic transition to first year uni
and a new city, the event was a great reminder of
the importance of support networks, and a chance
to show our family just what good hands we were
now in.

Yet for my Dad, what stood out the most was the
fact that everyone present knew exactly who we
each were, and was interested to learn even more
about us.
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COMMENCEMENT DINNER
BY MATTHEW BOWES

T

here’s a funny contradiction at the heart of our
group of Tuckwell scholars. On the one hand,
we try to make time to spend together, to forge a
real cohort, a group of friends who we can rely on
to help us through any manner of difficulties. On
the other hand, we’ve got so many busy-bodies
amongst us that it’s often difficult to pin everyone
down. Getting everyone together at the same time
and the same place is, as Tim and Andrea would
surely attest, no small feat. The Commencement
dinner then takes on a fairly unique quality amongst
the year’s social calendar. Aside from the couple
of us who’ve decided to flee the country for the
excitement of exchange, Commencement sees the
entire Tuckwell cohort gather together for one night
that is, just for a change, all about us.
Whilst the old scholars house, tucked away inside
the Molly Huxley Room, wasn’t the most exciting of
places, it did have the advantage of being in close
proximity to the hall at University House. And so it
was there that many of us headed before the night
itself commenced, to stash away some clothing
in preparation for a possible long trek into civic
afterwards. Special mention must be made to those
who took this opportunity to try to scare several
unsuspecting Scholars as they climbed the narrow
stairs.
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After this impromptu meeting, we all gathered
properly in Uni House to engage in that most
Tuckwellian of rituals: awkard mingling. I find it
particularly amusing to watch the sudden changes
in topics of conversation that occur when one of
the University’s most senior names interrupts a
circle of Scholars intent on debriefing about what
was done (or more pertinently what was not done)
upon their holidays. Nevertheless, academic small
talk is left to the wayside once again the moment
these situations are diffused; after all, with so many
people doing so many different things in the several
months that have passed since we all last met,
there are plenty of good stories to go around.
Having had enough of this FOMO-inducing banter,
it was on to the Great Hall itself to enjoy the dinner.
Bedecked in stunning fashion with fairy lights
above and candles on the tables below, it looked
an absolute treat. The first years nervously lined
themselves up to be rung in, as the rest of the
scholars took their seats. As always, those who
were placed near the front of the hall, alongside the
most important guests, debated the merits of their
situation. Was it a preordained sign of their higher
social standing, or rather an unfortunate accident
that would see their playful dinner-time banter
curtailed by topics of a more serious and sober
nature.

The ceremony started with the new Tuckwell
Scholars being rung in one by one. Those looking
on could sense the palpable excitement in the air,
and when the final scholar was rung in, and the
final tintinnabulations (Cheers for that one Tim)
finished, the round of applause was deafening.
After this most formal part of the evening was
finished, attention turned to the guests of

honour themselves. Graham and Louise did not
disappoint, with their heartfelt messages certainly
finding an appreciative audience amongst those
who had seen the scholarship program grow so
fast in only its first few years. Hearing from all
those there, and seeing how far we’d all come,
the atmosphere of Commencement told the same
story as Graham in his speech: for the Tuckwell
Scholars, it was going to be the biggest year yet.
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Scholars enjoying a swim at Camp Kioloa on the South Coast
(Photo compliments of Mary Kilcline Cody)
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TUCKWELL
CAMP
BY CHLOE HARPLEY

B

efore the life of a Tuckwell Scholar becomes
inundated with exams, extra-curriculars and
the exuberant world of university, a camp is held
at ANU’s Kioloa campus. Accompanied by the
Tuckwell Fellows, staff, and visited by Graham
and Louise, this is an opportunity for Scholars
to familiarise themselves with the program and
one another, amid the perfect setting of Kioloa’s
greenery, sea and sand. Structured around themes
of the Tuckwell identity, resilience and giving back,
the weekend instilled in the first-year cohort a
sense of what was expected of us; that is, to make
the most of what the program has to offer, whilst
simultaneously being bold enough to shape it into
what we think it should be.
It was here that we were introduced to a
cornerstone of the Scholarship Program – the
Tuckwell Enrichment Program – through an intercohort Hot Topics session, in which all three years
discussed and debated contemporary, contentious
issues. As this was the first and only time all sixtyeight Scholars were together in one room, with
individual minds and unique perspectives shining
light on important topics, it was also the first time
that many of the first year cohort realised the value
and power of the people we were surrounded by.
This continued throughout the weekend as we
were inspired – and, at times, intimidated – by the
vast knowledge held by later-year Scholars. We
participated in sessions focussed on academia
and heard about all the ways these Scholars give
back to their communities. Importantly, it was also
reinforced that we should not place unnecessary
pressures on ourselves to achieve to anyone else’s
standard but, instead, be motivated to be the best
we can be as individuals.

Camp was by no means all life-lessons; believe it
or not, Scholars are allowed to have fun too. Our
nights were filled with arguably overly competitive
trivia, and campfire relaxation. The tradition of
Tuckwell Fellow, Molly, leading a campfire sing-along was continued as marshmallows were roasted
and Scholars got to know each other on a more
informal level. Later that night, as the first-year
cohort congregated on the moonlit beach of
Kioloa, another tradition was born – but we’ll keep
that one for the history books, and for next year’s
cohort to carry on.
On our final day, the first year scholars again
trekked to the beach where we swam — much
to the delight of our coastal members who were
longing for sea-salt in their hair. More importantly,
we had time to write letters to our Tuckwell Fellows
and our future selves, outlining what we wanted
to achieve this year. Fortunately, the impact of
these letters was far more long-lasting than the
sunburn we acquired; they acted as a means of
encouragement and reinvigoration when we read
them later in the year.
In this way, Tuckwell Camp not only initiated
our year in one of the best possible ways, but
contributed to friendships both within and across
scholar years, and shaped our attitudes towards
the program, our studies and university life.
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ACADEMIC
DINNER
BY NICK WYCHE

E

ver since the emotional rollercoaster that was
the interview weekend, it’s been apparent to
me that one of the greatest assets of the Tuckwell
program is the diversity of its members. As a body
of scholars we run the gamut of backgrounds,
talents and interests, and it’s always a pleasure to
be exposed to such a vibrant and articulate crosssection of the ANU’s student community. Every
time we come together I’m introduced to new
ideas and points of view and, for me, the event
that best captures the spirit of this exchange of
knowledge is the annual academic dinner.

The evening wore on and more bottles of wine
were brought out and, unsurprisingly, the
conversation turned philosophical. It was a
revelation to see students and academics alike
applying their fields of expertise to questions which
went to the heart of the human experience. I truly
believe that everyone at our table was exposed
to viewpoints they’d never before considered.
As people began to leave, small clusters formed
around those who remained, and the night wound
down to the sound of these groups talking and
laughing like old friends.

As we gathered in the foyer of University House, I
enjoyed seeing everyone dressed up and looking
their best. The space was packed with mingling
scholars, staff, mentors and academic invitees who
spilled out into the corridor. In some corners friends
caught up over a glass of champagne, while in
others conversations blossomed between people
who had never met before. With the barriers of the
classroom removed, we could engage with our
fascinating guests with a new level of familiarity.

The next time I caught up with my academic
mentor, we talked about the dinner and he told
me how much he’d appreciated the opportunity
to get to know such a broad cross-section of
the university’s community. In an environment
where research is so highly specialised, he also
doesn’t often get the opportunity to engage with
academics working outside his discipline.

Eventually we were ushered into the Great Hall
for dinner. The imposing setting only served to
heighten the gravitas of the evening as we took
our seats. I was placed at a table of faces old and
new – an economics lecturer, an academic from
the School of Law and my own academic mentor.
Over a sumptuous meal the discussion
covered a wide range of topics, from our
experiences at university through to challenges of
global significance.
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These are feelings that mirror my own experience
– it’s hard to stand out to a lecturer you admire
when there are four hundred other people in the
lecture theatre, and while I love my fields I study,
I do sometimes miss the opportunity to learn
about a broad range of content. Ultimately this is
the greatest advantage that the annual academic
dinner offers – the chance for both scholars and
their inspirations to solidify the interdisciplinary
relationships that make the ANU such a stimulating
place to be in.

(Clockwise from upper left: Harry Main, Charlie Guerit, Joeseph Dean, Bryce Robinson, Brandon Smith,
Nick Wyche, Molly Townes O’Brien, Stephen Tang and Lauren Butterly

Photos compliments of Marcus Dahl
2016 Scholars Charlie Guerit & Chloe Harpley
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INTERVIEW WEEKEND
BY JONATHAN TJANDRA

T

his year’s Interview Weekend was my third
one, so trust me when I say they get more
and more fun over time. I certainly did not think
this would be the case all the way back in 2014. I
remember quite vividly my very first impressions of
the weekend, including Sam Saunders misspelling
my name on my nametag and Jess Woolnough
showing me my room on the ground floor of
Burton and Garran’s D-block.
My favourite part of each Interview Weekend
is always meeting new people and listening to
their vast arrays of experiences. Marnie HughesWarrington, the ANU Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Academic) and a member of the Interview Panel,
always says that university is about serendipity.
This notion does not reign truer than at Interview
Weekend — you never know whom you will meet
or the friends you might make as you go through
such an intense few days. As the fire that refines
gold creates an imperishable metal, so do the
trials of the Interview Weekend bind candidates
together.
The Weekend could not have run as well as it did
without all the work Tim Mansfield, Andrea Murrow,
Scholars and staff volunteers put into managing
the event, with the words ‘Team Tuckwell’
emblazoned on the back of their shirts.
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One notable hiccup was handled admirably by
Team Tuckwell—due to high-speed winds in
Melbourne, a group of candidates had their flight
cancelled and stayed an extra night at Burton and
Garran. Fortunately, they were put on the very next
flight at 6 am the next day.
As this is the fourth time the Weekend has
been run, traditions have already begun to form
organically. From Tuckwell-themed puns on Trivia
Night to speed-dating Panel members, the events
were run smoothly without any major problems, a
testament to the effort of the team.
A particular favourite of the candidates and
volunteers alike appeared to be lounging around
the Burton and Garran common room while
eating mandarins. I look forward to meeting the
successful candidates next year.
When I started my time at the ANU, I remember
feeling an overwhelming sense of wonder—how
could I live up to the reputation of the existing
Scholars, as well as the other members of my
scholar year? But really, we are just ordinary
people given extraordinary opportunities, brought
together through the generosity of Graham and
Louise Tuckwell. The Interview Weekend was a
life-changing experience for all of us, and we are
excited to see what new perspectives you will
bring to the program.

Program Director Tim Mansfield helps the 75 prospective candidates learn the ropes around the College of
Business & Economics, the day before the interviews begin

Administrative Officer Andrea Murrow and scholar volunteers Tom Goodwin and Jonathan Tjandra help
ease the nerves of one group of interviewees before they enter the interviews on Day One
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FROM A
PANEL
MEMBER’S
PERSPECTIVE
THOUGHTS ON THE INTERVIEW
WEEKEND FROM PANEL MEMBER,
PROFESSOR NARCI TEOH

“

What do I say? What shall I wear? Will I fit in?” I
steadied my nerves and with a little trepidation,
stepped into the sudden hush of The Dining
Room at Bruce Hall. It was a cool, wet Friday
evening in July and unknown to the prospective
scholars there, that I, Narci, novice Selection Panel
member for 2016 was as excited and anxious as
they all were at the commencement of this year’s
Tuckwell Interview Weekend. These 4 intense days
were akin to running a marathon, a culmination of
the preceding 4 months of rigorous and methodical
preparation by “Team Tuckwell”: Richard Baker, Tim
Mansfield, Andrea Murrow, Liz Lowe and a volunteer
student and staff support crew across the ANU, all
vitally anchored by the ever-effervescent and tireless
Executive, Graham and Louise Tuckwell and our
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) Marnie HughesWarrington.
Only 12 months ago, I had the rare opportunity of
observing the interview process. One of my roles
was to usher students to their interview rooms
and help calm frayed nerves before each station.
Perhaps as the diminuitive “bearer of tissues”, I
unintentionally elicited a rather disquieting response:
tears flowed, frequently … from the applicants, not
the panel. So it was with some surprise and disbelief
when an irresistible invitation arrived from Marnie,
Louise and Graham to participate as a Selection
Panel member this year.
Unknown to the students, the first evening of the
Interview Weekend was as much as an induction
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and orientation for the rookies of the Panel. As
instructed, on my first encounter with a student,
I asked “Are you a dog or cat person?” which
immediately triggered an earnest “Um, I’m allergic.
Is this a trick question?” Peals of laughter and puffs
of Ventolin inhaler later, everyone recovered and got
on with getting to know each other. I was mightily
relieved to find that the prospective scholars, all
stellar young people were charming, modest and
open (not unlike the Selection Panel members).
Not every weekend does one hear the quiet wisdom
of Confucius from an Admiral, flutter wildly with gold
bullion (in theory) and discover rather tantalisingly
how physics and geometry can revolutionise
chocolate production in the tropics! The Selection
Panel was composed of smart and savvy individuals
who were most unassuming and relaxed. We
partook in delicious dinners at Scholars House
at the end of each interview day to help unwind
(thank you, Andrea for the appetizing selections and
to the Tuckwell scholars for sharing your space).
To add to the dinner mirth and entertainment,
every meal was an unfolding revelation by panel
members of their absolute menu ‘deal-breakers’
eg. tomatoes in pizza, raw bean sprouts in salads,
carrots, pressured-cooked or otherwise, in anything.
For a gastroenterologist, this apparent dislike of
vegetables though disconcerting was delightfully
amusing and reassuringly normal!

On a more serious note, the interviews were as
intensive and demanding of the applicants as
of the panel members. These interviews tested
my skills as a clinician, teacher and researcher.
The questions we posed to the students also
searched me, intellectually and emotionally. What
was personally satisfying was finally meeting
the applicants, putting names to faces thereby
allowing each panel member to learn more about
the prospective scholars, how they felt about their
families, their connection with their communities
and what their aspirations were for the future.
The subtle backdrop of ‘Baker, Mansfield,
Murrow and Lowe Events Management Co.’
never ceased to amaze me: their professionalism,
attention to detail and good humour amidst
a constant flurry of activity, incessant text
messages, “… and when you have a moment”
phone calls, never failed. If this was not enough,
to add to the merry mix were complex, mathsdefying, multi-paged excel spreadsheets that
spewed forth from Tim’s trusty printer at Scholars
House throughout the weekend. While over
the oceans, far north of the equator, statistical

analyses were being performed at Mercurial
speeds with flawless accuracy. What an
organizational and administrative feat this was to
pull together; my admiration and congratulations
again to all who contributed to the weekend’s
success!
The 4 days came and went in a flash. The
remarkable young people I met in July all shone
with seemingly boundless potential. They
certainly left their mark on all of us that weekend.
To the Selection Panel members, experienced
and new, your warmth and kindness to a panel
newbie did not go unnoticed and was very much
appreciated. Finally, to the incredibly energetic
and visionary Tuckwell Executive, Louise, Graham
and Marnie, thank you again for the honour
and privilege of being part of a truly vibrant and
“life-changing” program - you have opened my
eyes to the transformative power of philanthropy,
to how and what it takes to ensure that the full
potential in our young Australians will be realized
for generations to come.
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THE TUCKWELL
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM:
BY US, FOR US
BY SACHINI POOGODA

T

he Tuckwell Enrichment Program (TEP) was conceptualised by members of the 2015 Scholars as a
structured version of previously random social and educational events. A program by us, for us. For
the 2016 Scholars, this meant college dinners accompanied by a TEP event organised by later years —
a weekly comfort in the new and unknown world of university. These ranged from ‘hot topics’ sessions,
to lessons on ‘how to Tuck-well’, all of which were designed to facilitate intra and inter-year bonding. As
a Scholars House representative I had the pleasure of helping to further refine the program to cater to our
year group’s desires in semester two, creating more inter-year events and reforming the notorious ‘hot
topics’ sessions to suit us.

HOT TOPICS
Historically ‘Hot Topics’ sessions consisted of verbal discussions of controversial topics over Tim Tams,
but, after experiencing a semester of this, the 2016 Scholars decided to try something different. Armed
with markers, everyone was let loose on the new whiteboard walls scaling the new Scholars House with
one catch — all opinions must be expressed in silence. We found that this structure allowed all voices
to be heard without any of the pressure associated with talking aloud. One thing did remain the same
however – the blow of losing an argument was, as always, softened by the presence of Tim-Tams!
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2016 Cohort of Scholars playing some after-dinner group games at one of their cohort dinners at Burton & Garran Hall

2014 Cohort of Scholars enjoying an exclusive tour of the Celestial Empire exhibition at the National Library
of Australia, by the exhibition’s curator
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SCHOLAR DINNERS
In semester one the 2016 Scholars were kindly hosted by each residence hall for dinner once a week.
Not only did this allow us to become familiar with the workings of each residence, it also enabled us to
form unequivocal bonds between ourselves. A highlight of these dinners was a three-course meal at
Fenner accompanied by a three-course conversation menu. Each course came with a different set of
questions to get to know the people across and next to you, making it one of the most meaningful TEP
sessions thus far. In second semester we capitalised on these self-catered dinners, having a pizza night
at B&G and homemade burgers on the Lena Karmel rooftop. Cooking and eating together was a hugely
important part of TEP in 2016, allowing us to remain connected with each other in what was otherwise
an extremely busy year.

OPEN EVENTS
One goal of TEP was to facilitate further intercohort interaction. The Scavenger Hunt, Pancake Brunch,
Careers Night and the Spring Barbeque were all events that were opened up to all cohorts. Personally
these events were my favourites as they allowed us to witness the individuality and intelligence of all
Tuckwell Scholars. Our Careers and Pathways event allowed first years to pick the brains of second and
third year scholars, satisfying our curiosity of what it was that ‘Tuckwell Scholars’ actually did around
campus. This event in particular made me realise the scope of which our unique interests and talents
truly cover — there is definitely a Tuckwell for everything!

AVOIDING BURNOUT WITH BRIAN
A particularly special event held in our second semester was a talk by ANU’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Brian Schmidt, and 2014 Scholar, Matt Jacob. Both speakers talked us through the ups and downs
of over-committing, the pressures of achieving, and imposter syndrome. Receiving advice from such
a distinguished guest, and a well-respected peer, was a truly valuable experience. Timed just prior to
second semester exams, this event reminded some of us and enlightened others to the fact that nobody
can achieve one hundred percent of the time. As important as it is to be involved, it is just as important to
take a rest.

I have said it once and I will say it a million times, to be surrounded by such a unique and intelligent set of
people is an inspiring and privileged position to be in. Every day I discover something new, whether it be
about myself or others, and the people around me allow me to open doors I did not even know existed.
This year has exceded my expectations and I am filled with excitement for the years to come.
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One of the greatest components of the program this year was the introduction of the Scholars House BBQ.
Many an egg-and-bacon roll have already been devoured thanks to this handy cooktop!

2014 Scholar Matt Jacob spoke alongside the VC, Prof Brian Schmidt, at a discussion about avoiding burnout
with the 2016 Scholars
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MENTOR
PROGRAM

1st YEAR
BY CHLOE HARPLEY

First year of university is an undeniably daunting
experience and with so many opportunities for things
to go wrong both socially and academically, the
introduction of a purely student comprised Tuckwell
mentoring program was invaluable. Our mentors were
able to answer our questions about degrees and
courses, the scholarship program and
college living, among many others.
Most importantly, they helped us navigate all of the ups
and downs by providing first-hand experience and a
student perspective. While there is an array of support
given by our Tuckwell Fellows, the program staff and
even by our halls of residence, the discussions had
between third-year mentors and first-year mentees –
often over coffee or in Scholars House – were different;
simply, they had a lived understanding of exactly what
we were going through.
Our mentors’ successes and failures guided the
decisions we made, and also provided opportunities
to participate in extracurriculars, research programs
or undertake courses that had been tried and tested.
Although being the first year that this type of mentoring
has existed within the Tuckwell Program, the first-year
cohort is appreciative of the third-years’ efforts and its
successes are evident in what my cohort has achieved
this year.
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3rd YEAR
Mentoring kicked off at the Tuckwell orientation
day back in February. Looking back, the day
carried a degree of irony. First-years have passion
and aspiration often unmatched by their thirdyear counterparts— don’t get me started on the
disparity between first year law students and
students of any other degree. The fervour of
new students debating the implications of a torts
problem go above and beyond anything I’ve ever
heard in an admin tutorial... and, yet, I’d been left
to hand down my wisdom and sage advice!
Thankfully, Jakub’s mysterious sorting hat program
matched us all in a way that was conducive to
making great first impressions. Being able to
connect with someone who shares the rural or
city experience was a positive first step in mentor/
mentee relationship building.
Mentoring itself worked on an as-needed basis.
Generally, this worked out to be a once per term
meeting for coffee, food, or a Pâttisez freakshake
(never again).

BY JOE DEAN
I learnt a lot by reliving first year vicariously through
my mentees, recognising mistakes that had been
made back then, and offering advice for similar
situations. I can only hope that my mentees felt
that receiving that information had been as helpful
to them.
Overall, the first year of the Tuckwell mentoring
program has been a good skeleton that we
can flesh out over the coming years. From the
mentors’ perspective, it has built skills that are
highly desirable in the workplace—communication
of information to others is a higher-order thinking
skill —and strengthened our connection to the
whole Tuckwell year group. From the mentees’, I
imagine it has been very helpful to rely on someone
who has been through similar events to offer a
dispassionate and objective opinion. I look forward
to continuing that formative process with the new
first-year Scholars in 2017!
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THE
TUCKWELL
GIFT
T

he Tuckwell Scholarship was planned to be a
distinctive national scholarship program.

There were three key pillars to our thinking.
The first was that the scholarship would identify
future leaders from diverse backgrounds from
across Australia who might not otherwise have the
opportunity to access the type of education ANU
offers.
The second was to bring these extraordinary
young people together in a university environment
where they would interact with each other, be
exposed to life experiences different from their own
and thereby learn from one another.
Our third pillar was to give the scholars a
residential experience away from home, developing
leadership skills in a community environment.
Louise and I benefited enormously from our
educational experiences. Although we both went
to normal state schools our university experiences
transformed our lives. I was very fortunate to go to
ANU and to live on campus in Bruce Hall.
Yet there were many others who deserved a great
university experience but didn’t have that same
opportunity. Providing greater opportunity to a
selection of Australian students to have access to
an excellent education is something both Louise
and I have always felt strongly about.
We knew were were being ambitious in creating
the Tuckwell program. It was created from a
standing start. There was no blueprint from which
we could draw up our plans. It involved many
thousands of hours of hard work from people right
across ANU who, like us, believed that we were
creating something very special.
58

Three years on and we are enormously proud of
everything that has been achieved. Our Tuckwell
Scholars are a wonderfully diverse, passionate
and intelligent group of young Australians who
constantly inspire us.
Louise and I are both very proud to be expanding
the Tuckwell Scholarship Program. We are
committed to continuing to build a group of
Australia’s finest scholars who will go on to fulfill
their potential and reinvest their knowledge, skills
and experiences in ways that will positively benefit
others.
They will have acess to Australia’s best teachers,
live in Australia’s finest campus accommodation,
have quality pastoral care and be mentored by
outstanding staff.
It was a simple choice for us to make ANU the
custodian of the Tuckwell Scholarship.
There’s no better fit for a national scholarship
program than the national university. It has a
reputation around the world for providing the best
education in Australia and I’m certain that, like me,
the Tuckwell Scholars will benefit enormously from
the springboard of opportunities that it provides.
-Graham Tuckwell

2016 GIFT
FROM THE ANU REPORTER

O

n July 12, 2016, Graham and Louise Tuckwell
announced Australia’s largest personal
philanthropic contribution to a university, worth
about $200 million over 30 years, to fund a major
expansion of the prized Tuckwell Scholarship
Program at The Australian National University
(ANU).
The funding will come from two iconic new halls
of residence at ANU to be built over the next two
years, funded by Graham and Louise Tuckwell at a
cost of around $100 million.
The expansion also includes construction of a $10
million Scholars House building, which will be the
pastoral, academic and social heart of the Tuckwell
Scholarship program.
The collegiate-style residences will each house
400 ANU students in the heart of the campus.
The new halls will provide students with one of
the world’s best experiences of living on-campus.
Revenue from the residences will fund the Tuckwell
Scholarship Program in perpetuity and will lead to
an increase in the number of scholarships offered
each year.
ANU Vice-Chancellor Professor Brian Schmidt
AC congratulated Graham Tuckwell, an ANU
alumnus, and his wife Louise for their magnificent
contribution to both ANU and to Australia. He
said it will give hundreds of young Australians
the opportunity to access an outstanding and
transformative education at ANU.
“Today marks a new beginning and a monumental
contribution that will be a legacy for many decades
to come,” Professor Schmidt said. “It is the
beginning of a new future at ANU, and a new
hallmark in the history of philanthropy in Australia.

“Graham and Louise Tuckwell are a couple who
have already been beyond generous. When the
Tuckwell Scholarship Program was established in
2013, it was a transformative idea. Over the past
three years it has established itself as Australia’s
most prestigious undergraduate scholarship and
Graham and Louise now wish to have it expand
and continue in perpetuity.
“The building of two new halls of residence will
not only benefit the Scholarship Program but
will provide much-needed additional on-campus
accommodation. This is an exciting new way in
which philanthropists and donors can make a huge
positive contribution to tertiary education in this
country.
“This is a truly outstanding contribution to the
University, and to the nation.”
Mr Tuckwell said university education transformed
his life and the life of his wife Louise.
“Louise and I benefited enormously from our
educational experiences. We would like to help and
encourage others to gain from a total university
experience and to use it to benefit Australia,” Mr
Tuckwell said.
“We now want to give more students a chance
to take part in the Tuckwell Scholarship Program,
and to live in Australia’s premier student
accommodation.”
The new residential halls, heavily inspired by
Mr Tuckwell’s experience at Bruce Hall, will
be designed to set new standards in student
accommodation and catering, and will build on the
collegiate traditions and experiences of the ANU
residential life.
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FROM THE
PROGRAM
DIRECTOR
TIM MANSFIELD

2016 has been a big year for the Tuckwell
Scholarship Program and a big year for its
inaugural Program Director.
At the beginning of 2016, management of the
program moved from the ANU Alumni Relations
and Philanthropy (AR&P) Office to a newly created
“Tuckwell Scholarship Office”. As part of this
change, a new role of Program Director was
established, reporting directly to the Head of
Scholars House, Professor Richard Baker.
Being appointed to this role was the start of a
new chapter in my life, both professionally and
personally, coinciding with a move into a new
house, a new school for my two boys, a new
dog for the family - and the end of five and a half
intensely rewarding years as Deputy Head of Bruce
Hall.

the way in terms of educational philanthropy and
the idea of looking beyond a student’s ATAR to
measure their success and future potential.
Four years has also been long enough for Tuckwell
Scholars themselves to have an impact on the
ANU and the various communities within which
they live, work, volunteer, play, educate and create.
My experience at Bruce Hall, and since coming
into the role of Program Director, has been that
Scholars, on the whole, share some common
characteristics that make them terrific community
builders, contributors and leaders. They:
•
•
•
•

My first encounter with the Tuckwell Scholarship
Program was actually at Bruce Hall, when I was
invited to attend a dinner on the night of the
announcement of the Scholarship’s launch in
February 2013. I can recall listening to Graham
speak about his and Louise’s inspirational vision
for the Scholarship – and remember thinking what
a game-changer their generous philanthropic
decision would be for the ANU and for the
Australian education sector.
Nearly four years later, the ANU is poised to
welcome 25 new Scholars to the Program,
bringing our Scholar numbers to just over 90. As
the Program has grown, so too has its influence
on the ANU and the wider tertiary sector; leading
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•

Engage and make things happen – and bring
others on board to help;
Listen and are thoughtful;
Volunteer when others hang back waiting for
someone else to step up;
Can see there is often more than one side to a
story; and they
Accept and value diversity

I see these qualities as being manifestations of
the Tuckwell Attributes, and qualities which are
valuable in building healthy, thriving communities.
Administratively, the Program has benefited greatly
over its first four years from the leadership provided
by Dr Colin Taylor, Director of the Alumni Relations
and Philanthropy Office, and the financial and
operational oversight, planning, coordination, and
support from many others in the AR&P team past
and present, including (but certainly not limited to)
Ms Karen Holt, Ms Steph Neulinger, Mrs Janice
Caruthers, Ms Louise Adena and Mr Ashish Doshi.

Tim Mansfield, Program Director				

Andrea Murrow, Administrative Officer

Our new organisational structure this year, and
our co-location of our office with Scholars in the
new Scholars House building in May, has allowed
for more efficient lines of communication and the
opportunity to build on the outstanding work of
staff in AR&P in establishing the Program.
Some other new developments in 2016 that are
worth celebrating as we come to the end of a busy
year include:
•

•

•

The appointment of a Tuckwell Scholarship
Administration Officer, Andrea Murrow. Andrea
has brought a range of outstanding artistic and
administrative skills to the role and has used
these to shape aspects of the program in an
exciting way;
The Chime, our weekly newsletter to
Scholars, which began at the beginning of
this year, has been a handy vehicle by which
to keep Scholars up to date with Program
developments and activities, as well as let them
know what’s happing in and about campus.
Andrea assumed prime responsibility for The
Chime when she came on board, and we
know that Scholars greatly appreciate the
thoughtfulness and humour that goes into its
creation each week.
In late May, the new Scholars House was

officially opened. Guests to Scholars House
who knew the old Peppercorn Café or
Caterina’s Café have commented how the
place is virtually unrecognisable. It’s been great
for Scholars to have a “home” on campus that
is central and suitable for a range of uses –
from quiet(ish!) study during the day to official
Scholars House events in the evenings.
•

The successful completion of the 2016
“Interview Weekend” in which a team of
Scholars Volunteers helped us newbies pull off
an important yet logistically complex selection
weekend at ANU.

•

Behind the scenes, our office has also worked
with Graham and Louise on a new range of
marketing materials s due for release in 2017,
as well as the development and updating
of a range of documents that underpin the
program, including the Scholars’ Handbook
and next year’s Conditions of Award.

This year has been a busy one, and both Andrea
and I hope that as we reach more familiar
territory with the Program - having had a year in
the role - that we will have even further scope
to put our energies into working with Graham,
Louise, Richard and the Fellows in improving
and enhancing the Tuckwell experience for our
Scholars.
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CONTACT US
For further information about the Tuckwell Scholarship, including
eligibility criteria and application dates visit our website at
http://tuckwell.anu.edu.au
or email us at
tuckwell@anu.edu.au

Tuckwell Scholars House
Building 3L, Fellows Lane
The Australian National University, Acton 2601
02 6125 9411

